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AS this publication is announced 

to be written by the author of 

the Trifler, it may. be neceſſary to 
give ſome account of that work. 


The Trifler conſiſted of four: 
volumes; two of which were pub- 
p in 1775, and the other two 
1777; and would, from the 
1 it met with, have 
been followed up by more; had 
not the author's time been em- 
ployed totally in other affairs of 
much greater moment ſo long arlẽLr 
terwards, that it was judged too 
late to reſume the ſubject, on his 


becoming an idle man again. 


In: 


. PREFACE : 
In that performance the author 


held up to ridicule certain charac- 
ters who, by their turbulent ſpi- 
rit of innovation ever fince,. have 
not forfeited their claim to the no- 
tice taken of them in theſe vo- 
lumes; as objects more fit for 


ſport, than any ſerious attention 
to their abuſe. | | 


They were ſo e angry 
at the liberties the author took with 
them in the Triffer, that although 
they acknowledged the merit of the 
work in every other reſpect, he was 
called a viper, a defamer, who, in- 
ſtigated by malice, employed thoſe 
twin ruffians, cruelty and coward- 
ice, to aſſaſſinate in the dark Who: 
— Two facred perſons, who, not 
only by every fly, artful method poſ- 
| _ but in the face of the ſun, 
1 pub- 


| 
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publickly, and with the moſt daring 
inſolence, and open, and avowed de- 
elarations in their writings, have for = 
theſe many years paſt,” moſt ſedu- {1 
louſly, end with the moſt unremit- 

ing ardour, endeavoured to SUBVERT. 
our BLESSED | KGONSTETUTION {11 


conceive that he is going to be led 
through a tedious track of beaten. 
ground, I will beg leave to inform 
him; that the above circumſtance, 
though a ſtrong feature, bears a ve- 
ry ſmall proportion in the hiſtory 
of Sir Geoffry Reſtleſs; which turns 
upon a much larger ſcale: of mat- 
ter and events. 2239; 


| | 
But that he: ad. may not 1 | ; 
| 


onder to blunt the edge of | 
the rage of theſe redoubted heroes -- 
againſt the poor Trifler, I will- with 


n IE r A 


all due Feen, and without 
claiming- to myſelf the leaſt i impor- 
tance, or being guilty of the ſmall- 
eſt. degree of vanity, give the un- 
derneath opinion of my work (the 
Trifler) in which the reader will 
find, I was not altogether deemed 
the horrid d—-1,. as ſet forth in 
the above-mentioned account of 
ab, <> 


18 The Critical Review for July 
1777, in ſpeaking. of the 'T rifler, 
has the following words: 


18 He diſplays an "uniformly ge- 
nerous heart, free from prejudices, 
and endowed with a great fund of 
ſenſibility, The. beauties of nature. 
"afford him real pleaſure, . and, al- 
ways diffuſe in his breaſt a happy 
ſerenity ; whilſt the love of man- 


f 


ev. 4 


P N EFA wt 


kind gives life and vigour to all 
his purſuits, and endears his max 
ims to the virtuous reader. 


* 


* Among the numerous vo- 
lumes of amuſement. which. fill our. 
Monthly. Catalogues, we ſeldom: 
meet with any which have ſo much 


merit as: the Trifler.. 
TY « . 
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CHARACTER -.OF SIR GEOFFRY. 


IR GEOFFRY was in poſſeſſion of a 
good eſtate in the 'county of War- 
. wick until the year 1790, when he de- 
parted 'this life, in conſequence of a 
wrongheaded notion which he always en- L 
tertained, and continually puzzled his 
brains about, that things very well in ; 
themſelves, might be mended ; notwith- 
ſtaading the ſureſt principles laid down : 
by the wiſeſt philoſophers, amount to the 
0 n fact in the world, —that there is 
h A: : nothing 


— 
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nothing ferkel under the ſun, and that we 
ougght to be content with our lot until we 
are advanced through a regular, progreſ- 
fion, into the glorious realms where infi- 
nite perfection will be found. 


From the preceding conciſe ſtatement 
o the character of Sir. Geoffry it is un- 
neceſſary to add any thing farther in this 
introduction to his ſtory ; as the reader 
will perceive that there is already a large 
field for employment, in a deſcription of 
the actions of a man whoſe unſettled tem- 
per, as above inferred, hurried him to 
the grave before the time he would have 
been conſigned to the regions of eternity, 
had he been of a more placid W 


I will, theeekieg, without farther ele 
gy or preface, reſpecting Sir Geoffry, only 
ſay that his oddities, whims, capricious vi- 
olences, follies and vices, with their conſe- 
quences, during the latter part of his life, 
to which I was often an eye witneſs, and 
5 | . ſo near to the ſcene of his actions. 
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that the report of them amounted to the 1 
ſame thing, appeared to me of ſuch a ſtrik- | 
ing nature as to furniſh me with materi- 
als* for a couple of voiumes upon the 
ſubject, under the humble hope that they 
will contain a competent degree of enter- 
tzinment, to warrant my temerity in the - 
offer of them to che n of the 
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* Moſt of the following | pages were apo FR: the 
laſt half year of his life. 
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: CHARACTER OF CHARL ES. 


JHARLES, on the contrary, . was ; of 
\ ſuch a ſerene diſpoſition, that his 
Fn father, who had been of the ſame 


_ reſtleſs ſpirit of his eldeſt ſon Geoffry, 


conceiving that he muſt not be his own 


child, but begotten by another, his mo- 


ther bearing him after a cohabitation 
with her. huſband of ſeveral years ſince 
the birth of Sir Geoffry, left him no- 
thing in the world at his death, but a 
mortifying claim upon a capricious bro- 


ther for a mere ſupport as a gentleman in 


his houſe. They had equally received a 
good education, which though, as will be 


| ſeen, Sir Geoffry made a bad uſe of it, 
yet Charles converted it to the beſt of pur- 
| Poſes, in his neceſſitous and forrowful 


Ate. 


Upon 
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Upon the death of his father (for his 
mother died long before the old knight, 
in conſequence of his ill treatment of her, 
on the above-cited grounds of his jealou- 
ſies and ſurmiſes; that Charles was not. the 
iſſue of his own Joins), he endeavoured to 
perſuade Sir Geoffry, but without effect, to 
advance him a few hundreds, to put him 
in a way of the ſtudy of ſome reſpectable 
profeſſion, as a younger brother of an an- 
cient family, by which be might have. 
ſome hopes of raiſing himſelf to diſtinc- 
tion, and become an honour inſtead of 


a ere to his progenitors. . 


Charles was twenty years of age, before 
the death of his father compelled him to 
apply to his brother, who had received 
ALL, to give him a part, juſt ſufficient to 
enable him to ſtruggle with the world for 
himſelf, But notwithſtanding the reaſon- 
ableneſs of his requeſt, and his brother 
a batchelor, of thirty-five years ſtanding, 
with a clear overflowing eſtate, without 
any incumbrances upon it whatever; 3 

| A 3 was 


ek HISTORY or 
was ſo far from entering into Charles's 

propoſal that he ſwore (againſt all the ties 
of confangumity which ſhould have urged 
him to have aſſiſted, and put into ſome 
feputable line, a deſerving young man, 
poſſeſſed of the whole fund of the & milk 
=p of human kind”) that there was no alter- 
= native for him to purſue, but that of ei- 
ther living with him as a faithful diſ- 
charger of the offices he ſliould put him 
to in his own houſe, or to turn out of it a 


| pennyleſs ſtarved pauper and a beggar. 


Though Charles did not want cou- 
rage, yet he was not of the enterpriz- 
ing ſpirit of Orlando in Shakeſpeare' s As 
You Like It; nor had. he a faithful old 

= Adam to give him the ſavings, which, 
tom his long ſervices in the ſamily, he 
1 | had earned, and to offer him his. ſeeble 
perſonal aid in ſeeking their fortunes to- 
gether in ſome other ſituation : he, there- 
fore, forbore ſeizing Sir Geoffry by the 
throat, as. Orlando had done his brother 
Oliver - Upon Aa fmilar baſe affront, and 
| ere 


| 
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SIR GEOFFRY RESTLES8S. 7 
cruel uſage; but contented himſelf in the 
hope of ſome fortunate event, with a pa- 
tient reſignation to his preſent ſufferings, 
which however great, he did not know 
how to extricate himſelf from, without 
encountering- much n 


In conſequence af bis Med lot, and 
his quiet diſpoſition, Charles made no an- 
ſwer to the above abuſive language of Sir 
Geoffry, but retired from his preſence to 
give vent to his ſorrows, and to eaſe 
his afflicted heart in a ſolitary walk to a 
neighbouring farm. 
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enn. BEAUTIFUL NANNETTE. 


PHIS pretty girl was the ai daughter 
of a gentleman of conſiderable pro- 
1185 formerly, who had given her a very 
polite education, but aſterwards meeting 
with misfortunes, he had been reduced to 
the neceſſity of taking a farm now under 
Sir e for his and her ſ port. 


:Haviog no Ger difficulties upon his 

hands, to wage the war of fighting againſt 
inevitable diſaſter, than the one of mak- 
ing uſe of the remains of his broken eſ- 
= tates for the purpoſe of getting a com- 
_ . fortable livelihood in the cultivation of 
land, which he was always, in his proſper- 
_ ous days, exceedingly fond of; he ſoon _ 
advanced himſelf into a way of recovering 

his affairs; ſo far at leaſt, as to get on de- 
+ conthy 4 in, me world; and to enjoy the 

| middle 
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middle ſituation of life, with a great de- 
gree of comfort and ſatisfaction. 


From his taſte in diſpoſing. of his farm 
yard, dunghills, cowhouſes, ' and every 
other offenſive object, which generally, 
inſtead of being thrown out of ſight, are 
| preſented to your eye and noſtrils im- 
mediately upon your entrance of the pre- 
miſes to proceed to the houfe; the front 
of his habitation was perfectly clear of 
every of theſe nuiſances: and appeared 
the ſubſtantial reſidence of a reſpectable 
gentleman farmer; while the above-men- 
tioned offices were much more commo- 
diouſly ſituated behind it; and to which 
you had no occaſion to go, unleſs you 
had the curioſity to' find out the place 
where they lay: the adjoining large and 
numerous ricks of hay aud corn, denot- 
ing, palpably, the occupier to be in a 
W line of huſbandry. f 
os had ap elegant area of lawn beſore 
lis FI with a ou garden annexed to 


« - 
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it, and ati orchard of fruit-trees, in progreſ- 
ſion to a grove intermixed with ſhrubs of 
various kinds, that ran down by the fide 
of a purling fred in the lovelieſt ar- 
rangement conceivable; until it was loſt 

among the ſcattered brakes, and winding 
paths that led you through the diſtant low 

meadows, or the riſing tillage, or field 
paſture, as your inclinations or buſineſs 
might prompt you: and from whence 
you behold his fine herd of cows feeding 
upon the enamelled plains, with the luſty 
bull breathing defiance to any encroach- 
ment upon the privileges of his ſeraglio; 
his flocks of ſheep nibbling the ſhort graſs 
from the ſmooth furface of the dry up- 
lands, and the rich and promiſing fields 
| for hay and corn, that diſplay themſelves 
in the intervening ſcenery, on the chear- 
ful and re-animating firſt of May, the 
time of the year when the above ſketch 
Was taken of his farm. 


oth, 


"His houſe in i the inf de ©: compoſed ; 


of a comfortable ſet of rooms for the pur- 
c | 7 
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poſes both of his buſineſs and his plea- 
ſure. His. ſervants kitchen was large, 
comfortable and convenient. His Pry, 
ſweet, cool. and clean. His hall, 
common room for the enjoyment of his 
friends over the pipe and the tankard, 
was cheertul and capacious His dining-. 
room excellent. But above all, his par- 
lour for the accommodation of his beloved 
Nannette, and her female viſitors, was ele- 
gant in the extreme, and furniſhed to a 
degree of the moſt refined taſte that a 
fond father could expend to pleafe and 
indulge the only remains of his family, 
who had been reared in the expectation 
of the beſt of fortunes; and who now, on 
the reverſe ſide of the. queſtion was the 
moſt dutiful, kind, and ſatisfied creature 
in the world, and exerted all her talents 
to ſoothe the ſorrows that would ſome- 
times obtrude themſelves upon a parent 
who had ſeen better days, in ſpite of all 
his efforts and his philoſophy, to prevent 
their recurnipg t to his memory. 


4 6 „ 
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This charming girl, though no more 
| than eighteen years of age, was poſſeſſed 
of ſuch quick, penetrating and lively 
parts, that almoſt intuitively ſhe ſaw into 
the nature of the whole concerns of 
the family; and managed it, as the fe- 
male head of it, without doing any drud- 
gery herſelf, in a manner of prudence 
and circumſpection equal to the firſt of 
matrons and of hquſewiyes.. 


| She was the delight of all the-ſervants, 

who flew at her beck to execute her com- 
mands, becauſe they always found them 
to be juſt, reaſonable and neceſſary : and 
the effects of a rare, but conſummate 
knowledge, in ſo young a perſon, 


From the extreme ſprightlineſs of hex 
temper, the elegance and celerity of her 
actions, the ſmall but exact proportioned 
ſize of her perſon, though ſhe had been 
chriſtened by the name of Anna her fa- 
ther in his fond dotage of her, could ne- 
Ver ear the- ho of calling her by an 

18 
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appellation ſo common among the luſty 
and heavy female domeſtics of a farm 
houſe ; he, therefore, ſubſtituted, in the 
room of it, the one of Nannette, which I 
have. given, her at the head of this chapter 

merely in conformity to his conceit ; 
which whether right or wrong, weighty or 
trifling, it is of no conſequence to myſelf, 
or to the reader. 5 88 


r 


c H A p. IV. 


ENI or CHARLES AND NANNETTE. 


Ir was to this farm which was not two 
miles from Sir Geoffry's ſeat, that the 
unhappy and diſappointed Charles repair- 
ed, immediately after the abrupt, ſordid, 
and cruel treatment which he had met 
with from his violent and unnatural bro- 
ther. 
Hle had always a welcome reception 
here, during the life of his father, and a 
ready attention paid to his complaints 
againſt the pointed preference given to 
Geoffry by the old man, and his ſcornful 
behaviour to him to the end of his days. 
But as neither Nannette nor her father 
could poſſibly conceive that the old 
knight upon his death, which happened 
about a fortnight before Charles's preſent 
viſit to them, would leave him nothing 
| but 
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SIR GEOFFRY "RESTLESS, 15 
but the ſupport ' from his reer as 
above-mentioned, it was the more dif- 
treſſing to the mind of Charles, to trouble 
them with a relation of ſuch an addition 
to his grievances, that would, in all Jike- 
lihood, deprive him of the only acquaint- 
ance he had, whom he could call upon, 
with any hopes of receiving comfort and 
conſolation, under his now moſt dreads 
ful calamity. 


Charles had attended his father's fune- 
ral with the reſpect of a moſt dutiful fon; 
had never in the above-mentioned inte- 
rim been officious to learn the ſtate of his. 
will, but patiently waited his brother's 
leiſure, until Sir Geoffry, eight or nine 
days after the interment, had it read to 

dos the preſence of the witneſſes. 


He diſcovered no ſigus of anger upon 
this trying occaſion; but retired from 
the company without ſpeaking a word, 
reſting himſelf ſatisfied in the hope, that 


his brother would give him ſomething, ak 
lea 
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leaſt, out of his abundance, . for his own 
uſe, in ſome way or other, that might ul- 
ately terminate. to his advantage. 


* 


Pondering theſs 8 in his mind. 
he did not intrude himſelf upon his . | 
ther's buſy ſettling of accounts and look- 
ing. over the papers and writings which 
put him into the poſſeſſion of ſuch large 
property, until the afternoon'of the day 

be met with his diſappointment, and 
conſequently retired to the farm. 


Os 1e on that day from the ſer- 
vants, that Sir Geoffry was drinking his 
bottle of port, and in great good humour . 
regaling himſelf over the piles of parch- 
=_ ment, which lay in heaps on a table be- 
. fore him, and which he had peruſed en- 
tirely to his ſatisfaction ; Charles adven- 
tured to take what he thought this fa- 
vourable opportunity, when Sir Geoff. 
ry's heart ſeemed to be mellowed to his 
purpoſes, of entering his room, in the 


moſt civil and inoffenſive way; but in- 
eee | ſtead 
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lead of meeting with a kind reception, 
Sir Geoffry treated him as a thief, by 
{natching up his writings, throwing them 
into a trunk, and aſking. him, what the 
devil he meant by ſealing upon his pri- 
vacy, and prying into his affairs. The 
conſequence was, that Charles, with the 
meekneſs of a lamb, juſt intimated to Sir 8 
Geoffry, the propoſal which has already 4-4 
been related, and received Sir Geoffry's - 1 
rude aufwer to it as before ſpecified. | ö 


The news of he deceafed kuight's will 4 
had not reached Nannette, her father, nor = 
any of the country people before the q 
time of Charles's diſconſolate walk to the 
farm, upon the above ſhocking treatment 
of him by his brother: ſo that he was the 

| firſt meſſenger of his own yard: caſe i: 
1 W 


On his entrance into the hall, he faw 
nobody but a few ſcattered ſervants. run- 
ning about their buſineſs, without regard- 
ing him; and who, from his own diſtreſſed 

ſurmiſes 
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ſurmiſes, he thought had been by ſome 
means or other apprized of the will, and 


therefore conſidered him as a poor devil 


not nn, their notice. 


0 
1 f 


He ſtood 67 3 a conſiderable time in 


#12 the hall, in the moſt perplexed ſtate of 


mind that the ſad heart of a forlorn and 
deſpiſed_ man could ſuggeſt. The moſt 
poignant feelings, upon this occaſion, took 


Place 'of his eaſy temper, and he found 


himſelf as miſerable as a wretch plunged 
from the ſummit of ſelicity into the regi- 
ons of horror and e | 
Overwhelmed in confuſion, he was go- 
ing to retire he knew not whither, when 


on his paſſing an entry that led towards 


Nannette's parlour, he thought he beard 


the muſic of her piano forte, and her own 


ſoft ibi tones accompanying it. 


| The f lence that elec throughout : 
the baue the tender ſoothing melan- 
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choly of the tones, which he hardly knew 
whether he heard or not, impelled him to 
draw nearer to the place from whence 


they iſſued, and to ſeat hitmfelf of prey an 
arm chair at the deor. % feet 


+l be was: LR wie of 


the reality, and that it was not an illuſion 


of the imagination. He felt the kind of 
deſperate conſolation which the wretched 
ſometimes do, upon the extremeſt verge 
of their being conſigned to poverty and 
e that by remaining where he 

„ he ſhonld have the opportunity of 
being diſcarded and ſent back to his re- 
lentlefs brother by the voice and com- 


mand of the beautiful Nannette, inſtead 


of his being kicked out of the houſe by 


the ſervants. | 


He did not wait long dete the de- 
ciſion of his fate, reſpecting the behavi- 
our to him of Nannette, happened. 
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This ſprightly nymph had been amuſ- 


ing herſelf at her inſtrument for a conſi- 
derable time, in gonſequence of her fa- 
ther and moſt, of the ſervants. being em- 
+ ployed about the affairs without doors, 


which was not in her province to look 


after, and, therefore, ſhe had at this time 
nothing elſe to do; not having any ma- 


terial buſineſs to tranſact, 92 no com- 
pany with her. 


"Da; her finiſhing a ate perform- 


ance of muſic ic, accoinpanied by her voice, 
which had nearly deprived poor Charles of 
his ſenſes, in his preſent deſponding ſtate 
of mind, ſhe came out of the parlour, ta 


ſee if her father and his people were re- 
turning from the fields; ; but being inter- 


cepted in her paſſage by the ſight of 
Charles ſitting in the moſt melancholy poſ- 
ture, at her door, ſhe exclaimed, ** Hey, 
Charles! what is the matter? why do you 
fit in that horrid poſition? how comes 
it, when you muſt have heard me play- 
ing pow: my inſtrument, that you did 
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not join me in an entertainment which 


you always was ſo fond of? Come into 


the parlour,” the continued. I have 


not heard what the old knight has left 
vou; I dare ſay it is very conſiderable, 
and will make you and your fraud 
exceedingly happy.” | 


Here Charles fetched ſuch a dep Goh, 
and was ſo extremely agitated, that Nan- 
nette, conceiving he mult be ſeized with a 
Ht of ſome ſort or other, took faſt hold of 


his hand, pulled him into the parlour, 


put him in a chair, and was going to 


rub his temples with hartſhorn, when he 
prevented her by faintly, crying, Iam 


not bodi)y ill Nannette; my diſeaſe is in 


the mind, and incurable by any ap- 


plications that you can anne to 
my relief. | 


4 


ys What i in the name of wonder ails 
you then?” ſaid Nannette; Anſwer me 
directly, I am all impatience.” 
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286 I am a beggar,“ he ſaid, my 


father has not left me a ſhilling, rt 
rately. Nay, worſe than a beggar, for 


he has conſigned me to the mortify- 
ing dependence, for my ſupport as a 
gentleman, to an unnatural brother; 
who, upon my humbly aſking the fa- 
vour of him, not two hours ago, to give 
me a ſmall ſhare out of his abundant 


riches to ſtruggle with the world for 


myſelf, and to be of no farther incum- 
brance to him; he has treated me as a 


thief that meant to rob him of his pro- 
perty; and has diſmiſſed me from his 


preſence with the moſt ahuſive lan- 


guage: intimating that I muſt be con- 
tent to live with him as a ſlave to his 
concerns, or to ſeek my fortune in ano- 


ther way, without a fartking in we 
pocket to begins Wü... 


- "This ſudden ſurprize and ſhock upon 
the ſenſibility of Nannette, depriving her 
of her powers to ſay any thing immediate- 
ac to a, upon ſuch 2 an Wee 
baſeneſs 
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baſeneſs of treatment, which he had ſo 
unmeritedly met with from his father and 
his brother, he miſtook (as all unfortu- 
nate people do) for a wiſh in her to get 
rid of ſuch a contemptible creature, as he 
thought himſelf, in the beſt manner ſhe 
could, without a palpable affront offered 
him in her diſcarding ſo mean an object 
from her acquaintance; and upon her 
retiring from him to a chair, and cover- 
ing her lovely face with her handker- 
chief, to ſmother her tears and grief for 
his diſtreſſed ſituation, leſt by his obſerv- 
ing of her compaſſion for him, he ſhould 
be plunged {till deeper into the pains, 
which already ſeemed to her to be inſup- 
portable; he ſuddenly roſe, and ruſhed 
out of the parlour, in order to ſpare the 
woe-ſtrucken girl the unkind trouble and 
embaraſſment of expreſſing that neglect 
of him, which ſhe had already, he con- 
ceived, ſufficiently diſcovered in her 
. | 


* 


Frightened «+ 


— Tar. HISTORY OF | 


Frightened almoſt out of her ſenſes at 
bis haſty departure, Nannette flew after 
him, ſeized him a ſecond time by the 
arm, and in ſpite of his efforts to releaſe 
himſelf from her graſp, and to plunge 
himſelf into the regions of deſpair, ſhe 
hurried him back into the parlour, placed 
him in his chair, and, falling upon her 
own, ſhe gave a full vent to her ſor- 
rows and concern for him, in a flood of 
ſtreaming tears, that overwhelmed her 
beauteous cheeks, as ſhe wept: aloud in 
all the agony of the moſt gen grief 
and aſtoniſhment, 
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Such a manifeſt proof of her concern 
for the deplorable caſe of poor Charles, 
inſtantaneouſly rouzed him from his ſtate 

of deſpair, and he exerted all his aſſidu- 
ity to mitigate the woe of Nannette and 
to appeaſe her violent emotions on his 
account. | a 
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He declared to her, 28 ſoon as he 
could make her hear him, that the proof 
which 
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rage againſt Sir Geoffry took place of her 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 
wht ſhe had given him of the extreme 
goodneſs of her own heart, in her ſo ge- 
nerouſiy feeling for the ſorrows and diſ- 
appointments of another, would have 
fach an effect upon his future conduct, 
as to enable him to bear up againſt the 
mortifying afflictions that muſt inevi- 


tably fall upon him, in his wretched 


life with .his vile brother; and that 
if the would but deign to comfort 


him with her ſmiles and approbation, 
| he would never complain, but always 


think ni the er man 8 


earth. 
40 Complain?” cried "REM as her 


ſorrow for Charles: Complain!” ſhe 


cried, while her avenging blood muſtered 


from her heart, and flew into her diſor- 
dered countenance in a ſuffuſion as red 


as the flaming orb of day, when the 


coming tempeſts threaten a diſſolution of 


nature. Complain!” ſhe cried, ſtart- 
may from her chair and ſtalking about the 
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- THE HISTORY Or 
room, like a heroine of the firſt magni- 


tude, determined to wreſt the ſhackles 


from the hands of an unfeeling tyrant 
that would force her to comply with his 
lawleſs careſſes, or to die in the attempt. 


No, Charles,” ſhe at laſt exclaimed, 
<< if you can poſſibly be ſo mean ſpirited | 


as to ſuffer yourſelf, aſter the cruel teſta- 


ment of the baſe old knight, in which 
he has made no other proviſion for you, 
except a wretched dependence upon your 


brother; and from which teſtament, if I 


have underſtood you right, your brother 


is obliged to ſupport you as a gentleman, 


ſo long as you think fit to remain in his 


houſe :—If Charles, as I have ſaid be- 


fore, under ſuch eircumſtances as theſe, 


you can continue, to loſe yourſelf, in a 


quiet ſufferance of every indignity that 


this haughty, violent, and. ſordid brother 


ou yours, will certainly attempt to offer 


ou, — never come here any more —I will 


not ſee ſuch a daſtard,—Theſe wicked, 
arrogant fellows, are all, like Sir Geoffry, 


_ cowards at the bottom. He cannot turn 
PE you 
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you out of his houſe ; you have a poſitive 
claim to reſide in it, and to eat his vi- 


ands, and drink his wines. He wiſh- 
es, I can ſee from his firſt flagrant affront, 


to get rid of you by your own impru- 
dence. in your ſuffering his menen 
to throw you out of the line of his pro- 

tection; and by caſting 1 yourſelf, in con- 
ſequenee of his inſolence, into the wide 
world, without a penny te bleſs yourfelf 
withal, or any buſineſs you have learned, 
by which you might gain a pitiful liveli- 


hood, he will have his ends, and you will 


looſe an opportunity, which may happen, 
in your preſent ſituation, if you will con- 
duct yourſelf with a becoming reſolution, 
of being a terror to this man of terrors, 
and to keep him in a ſubordinate ſtate 
to you, inftead of your being a ſlave to 4 
him.—T am ſure he is a fool, as well as 
a coward, and that it will not be long 


before he will find, by fatal experience, 


his whole dependence to reſt upon your 
oO ſenſe, care and management z and 
Bo then 
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then you may make your claims upon 
him with a certain proſpect of ſucceſs. 


But firſt of all, as I have intimated 
to you before, you muſt appear utterly 
regardleſs of his threats and curſes : you 
muſt make good your quarters, as the 
ſoldiers ſay; you have a right, and you 
muſt command a room and table to your- 
ſelf, as the ſecond ſon of a baronet; and 
all the neighbours and all the world will 
eſpouſe your cauſe. You muſt make the 
ſervauts attend to your orders, which 
they will heartily do when they ſee you 
reſolute and determined, to maintain 
your privileges againſt an uſurping bro- 
ther, whom, you may be aſfured, they 
will moſt cordially hate and deſpiſe, in 
2 conſequence of your vigorous exertions 
in ſupport of your own claims to notice 
and diſtinfon upon the principles of 
Honour, and a dignified condeſcention © in 


—__ behaviour to them.” : 
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Immediately upon the cloſe of this 
ſpeech which ſhe ſpoke with ſuch a real 
animation of character, that the firſt act- 
reſs in the world could ſcarcely do juſtice 
to, in an imitation, ſhe flung herſelf upon 
her chair in an agitation of mind border- 
ing upon a fainting fit, as ſhe ſtruggled 
againſt the tide of her paſſions, and en- 
deavoured to compoſe them to receive 
the anſwer of the thunder-ſtruck Charles 
to her advice. 


©* You Live: Nannette,“ he ſaid, after a 
pauſe of conſiderable length, ** thrown, 
by your fpirited counſel, ſuch a brilliant 
light upon my caſe, which I had conſi- 
dered as quite deſperate until this mo- 
ment of your rouſing me from a. poor 
hen-hearted creature, to a perfe& man of 
reſolution, that I ſhall make every ad- 
vantage of it you can wiſh. I perceive, 
Nannette, he continued, that the reaſon 
af your not propoſing violent meaſures 
in me, in oppoſition to my late father's 
contemptuous treatment of me, was from 
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the motive of your extreme good ſenſe, 

. in a juſt! conſideration, that fuch a con- 
duct againſt a father's cruelty would be a 
erime, which in a brother's Arrogance 
muſt be a merit, and the only right way 
of my proceeding «pegs oe” ves E 
ra egen P beg Ty. 


00 You may wy fitted, Narinette, that 
in follow your advice to the very height 
of its tendency, whatever may be the 
conſequence. I am no daſtard, Nannette, 
though from my long. painful ſubmiſſion 
even from my infancy, to the overbear- 
ing conduct towards me of a prejudiced 
father, T may appear fo to you. To be 
ſure, Nannette, Y muſt confeſs, that Tam 

Io nature of a peaceful diſpoſition, but 
being 1 now raiſed by you from the ſtupor 
of my ſenſes, which my misfortunes had 

| brought upon me, you ſhall find me na 
coward at the bottom. whatever appear- 
ances may have denounced againſt me. . 
I will deferve your approbation if not 
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your applauſe, by my future adtions. 
Give me a little breath; my plans and 
determinations are muſtering, even while 
IJ am talking to you ſo calmly, rapidly 
within my breaſt. I wont ſay what I 
will do, but, inſpired by you, they ſhall 
be ſuch things that ſhall aſtoniſh all 
Warwickſhire at leaſt, if not engage the 
attention of the whole world.” 


«© Well ſaid Charles,” cried Nannette, 


«4 I am enraptured with your intentions. 


They come from you in ſuch a ſettled 


mode of expreſſion, that enſures to me 
their being put in execution, and con- 
vinces me of your having felt nothing of 


your natural courage, until I have ſhewn 


you the way to exert it for your own 
good and reputation, You ſhall always 
meet with my approbation and applauſe, 
Charles, ſo long as you continue to act 
with the bravery of conduct, hie you 
now ſeem to be reſolved upon.“ 


B 4 a A ſervant 
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BH A ſervant at this inſtant bringing in 
Y | tea, with the news of Nannette's father 
being engaged at a neighbour's houſe, 
Charles joined her in a converſation 
about indifferent matters until the duſk 
of the evening, when he went home to 


put in practice the reſolutions which he 
ane" TION. 


CHAP, 
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C H A P. V 


* STORM AT IT} GEOFFRY S. 


JT » was in the 3 of ibe chil 
month of May, when Charles walked 
home in one of the fineſt evenings that 
lovely ſeaſon of the year, if genial in- 
ſtead of harſh, which but too frequently 
happens in this country, produceth. He 
revolved in his mind, as he went along, 
the method he was to purſue, in order 
to wreſt his rights, circumſcribed as they 
were, from the graſp of his brother's pal- 
pable intention to withhold them from 
him, and he now recollected a codicil in 
the will, which he had not thought of 
ſince the time of its being read to him, 
and for that reaſon I have reſerved. the 
account of it for. this place, in my rela- 
tion of the preſent hiſtory. 


B 5 | | The 
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The deceaſed knight in his laſt fit of 
Ulnefs, being ſeized with ſome degree of 
compunction, for his having deprived 
Charles of any ſhare in his eſtates, in 
conſequence of the extreme aſſiduity for 
his recovery, that the deſpiſed youth, had 
, manifeſted in his actions, ſtrengthened 
| by the above-mentioned codicil his claim 
upon Geoffry, in ſtrictly ſpecifying the 
ſum and manner of the ſupport he 
Thould receive from him, viz. That if 
| oe brothers. ſhould not agree well toge- 
ther at the fame table, Charles ſhould: 
have a right to · claim a room and one for 
bimſelf, furniſhed with a proper portion 
| RF viands, two quarts of malt liquor, and 
a bottle of wine per day. That he ſhould 
receive ten pounds a year to buy him 
clothes, with thirty pounds per annum for 
pocket money. That if he ſurvived his. 
brother, he ſhould have the ſame right 
| for his ſupport in the houſe, and the 
fame demands upon his brother's heirs, 
if he. ſhould marry and get any of his 
an, or to whomſoever Py might 
think 
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think fit to leave his property, which 


the cruel old knight had empowered 
Geoffry to do in caſe he ſhould die with- 
out iſſue— Thus marking poor Charles 
with the ſtigma of a baſe-born child from 
the act of adultery, even at the time of 
his being ſomewhat appeaſed and moli- 
fied by the approach of death, and the 
dutiful conduct towards him of one ot 
the beſt of youths : ſo framed by nature 
to have wrought upon the heart of the 
moſt relentleſs ſavage upon earth. 


Added to the inſults offered him 3 
the will, his claims ceaſed upon Geoffry, 


&c. the moment Charles ſhould not bear 


the mortifying condition of reſiding with 
a rich brother, rolling in affluence, un- 
der ſuch diſtreſſed N de- 


grading circumſtances. 


Hard as this 4 Charles found 
himfelf obliged to ſubmit to it, with a: 


Proof from Sir Geoffry's firſt attack of ill: 
uſage to him, that it would be one of 
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the moſt difficult taſks in the world to 
make himſelf in any degree comfortable 
under 1ts preſſure. But excited and in- 
ſpired by the ſpirited councels of Nan- 
nette, he entered the door and proceeded 
in the following way. 


AG his paſſing through the hall, in 
ds to put his premeditated ſchemes into 
execution, he found the ſervants to be ta- 
king Sir Geoffry's ſupper to him, and 
that he had a party of toad eaters to 
ſpend the evening witli him, comprized 
of a ſet of ſuch kind of people, who will 
ſubmit to the humours of the greateſt 
fool and baſhaw upon earth, for the ſake 
of the good things he may be enabled to 
give them. 


Seeing this to be the caſe, and not 
chuſing to join ſuch a crew of poltroons, 
and moreover, being determined from 
Sir Geoffry's mal-treatment of him, to 
ſeparate himſelf entirely from his table, 
and to command the one which was due 
| to 
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to him; he went into a comfortable par- 
lour, which he had previouſly fixed upon 
in his own mind for that purpoſe, and 
rang the bell for the attendance of a 
ſervant. | 


An arch boy, his bene who 
dearly loved Charles, for his partiality 
and kindneſs to him, and who; though 
not above twelve years old, poſſeſſed that 


penetration of mind, and goodneſs of 


heart, that he ſaw and felt for the hard 
lot of ſo deſerving a young gentleman, 
immediately obeying the ſummons, he 
ordered -the boy with a ſteadineſs and 


dignity of countenance, which ſurprized 


the youth; as he had never ſeen any 
thing of the ſort before, to bring him, 
inſtantly, lights, a fire, and ſuch part of 
the ſupper that was going into Sir Geoff- 
Ty that he could get, without deranging 
in any material degree, the entertain- 
ment which had been provided for the 
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YT - THE HISTORY OF - 
„The bay, ov erjoved at the doit of 6 | 


a tlew into the kitchen, ſheoicked 


à couple of lighted candles from a table, 
left che cook aud kitchen wenches in 


utter dackneſs, except from the gl.mmer- 
ing of a waſted. fire, ran and placed the 


candles upon a table which he haſtily 
ſet before Charles, returned into the 
kitchen, ſeized a warming-pan, filled it 
with almoſt the whole remains of the 


Þ fire, and in a trice. he compleatly fur- 
niſhed Charles with the firſt part of bis 


wants, as he was walking about the room, 


reflecting upon the probable events which 


would ariſe from theſe proceedings; and 


fortifying his mind againſt any oppoſi- 


-tion, however violent, to- his firſt ma- 


neuvres to erect his ſtandard in defence of 


bis kingdom, or the eſtabliſhment which 


the will had granted him, of an apart- 
ment to himſelf, and. the accomodations 


* in it. 


Dp pon the boy s return again into che | 
8 7 to get a table-cloth, plates, 
J 


: 


'SIR/CHOFFRY! RESTLESS: 39) 


Charles's ſupper, the ſervant girls, who. 
had lighted freſh: candles and repaired 
their fire, haſtily - aſked him What 
tricks Sir »Geoffry was at now, that he 
had ordered him to. fetch things that 


ſeemingly were ſo unneceſſary, as his 


fupper, witli all its ee er: were 
youu in to him?“ 


To. which the boy! aifverad: Why. 


did not you ſee Mr. Charles come into 
the houſe juſt now? It is by his orders 
that I have taken candles, and a fire to 
him in the blue parlour, and am going 


i to lay a cloth for his nn | 
1 8 You' ll be hanged you rogue,” 


claimed the girls, „for what you = 
doing, when Sir Geoffry knows of it. 
The blue parlour, indeed! Why Mr. 
Charles never took the liberty of taking 


it to himſelf in this manner in his 
life before. 


1 don't 
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knives, and ſo on, in preparation for | 
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«T Hour care "4 that, and Ill be 
hanged and d——d afterwards,” ſaid the 
boy reſolutely, „if J don't do what T 
am about; and I'll make the butler bring 
out of the room from Sir Geoffry's com- 
pany, the beſt diſh he can lay his hands 


on for Mr. Charles, or Il lace him, 1 


oY 


promiſe. you. —Mr. Charles don't ſeem 
in the humour to be put upon any long- 
er, and T'll ſtand by him if nobody elſe 
will, to the laſt drop of my. blood, — 

So ſaying, he minded not of a pin the 
wenches horfe-laugh at him, but he took 
his cloth, &c. and ſpread the table 1 in the 


blue parlour, to the great entertainment 
of Charles, who was highly delighted 


with the prompt activity of the lad in 
his ſexvice. b 


Tom (for that was the name he was 
called) perceiving Charles's approbation 
of his conduct and diſpatch, intercepted 
a footman as he was bringing a roaſted 


_ untouched chicken from the company, 


and ſuatching the diſh and its contents 
| | out 
5 6 


, aw. a. 44... 4 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 4r 


out of his hands, and giving the man no 

time to aſk him what he meant, he in | 
an. inſtant placed it on a trevit before | 
the fire in the blue parlour to keep it | 
warm, until he ſhould have time to get 
every thing elſe which he intended for 
the accommodation of the aſtoniſned 
Charles at the celerity and ſucceſs of 
his actions. e 


Tom, immediately upon this, ſkipped | 
into the paſſage, ſeized a plate of aſpara- | | 
gus from another ſervant, and brought it 
as triumphantly to the ſide of the chick- 
en; then following up his manceuvres as 
rapidly as before, he ſoon had the ad- | 
dreſs, without making any diſturbance in SINE 

the houſe, of conveying bread, cheeſe, | 
ale, beer, with tumblers, &c. as a com- 
plete aſſortment of neceſſaries for Charles 
fitting down to his ſupper. 


Placing every thing in order for this 
purpoſe, he waited at the elbow of his 
beloved Mr. Charles, er his partak- 


ü | e 
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42, THE HISTORY, OF _ 
ing of. hs good things he had RY 


- him, with the ſpirit and delight of a little 
hero of romance, in defence of a wronged 
* * ae and ae «4; 


- Charles nai, addidted himſelf, in 
Fang meafure, to the amuſement of 


faking his pipe, to which he had been 
excited from his only intercourſe among 
men, by the practice of the father of- 
Nannette, and his acquaintance, with 


whom be had frequently aſſembled, was 


always a welcome gueſt, and had con- 


formed to their ways over the tankard, 
he now, upon the finiſhing of his ſupper, 


directed Tom to bring him thoſe articles, 


and to order het nien to ſend * 2 
Fw of bt 


4 een Te AEM fetching the pipes 
and tobacco, which were part of the 
May vr Rs among Sir Geoffry's viſi- 

„Charles lighted one, and amuſed _ 
roots with it and his ale, while Tom 
conveyed the meſſage to the butler for 


be 


„F Ä , 
a "oe 


SIR GEOFERY| RESTLESS, az 
The butler by this time, having 
e furniſhed Sir Geoffry's table, 
with wines, Kc. for the preſent, had lei- 
ſure to enquire into. the myſterious con- 


duct of Mr. Charles, as he fat over his 


own ſupper with the houſe-keeper, at- 


tended by . thoſe of the ſervants, who 
were enabled to inform him of the exact 
manner of his proceedings. He had got 


every intelligence he wiſhed, when Tom 
entered the rootn and delivered Mr. 


CORE! 5 orders RY the bottle of 8 


The * Wein 3 the 8 : 
keeper trembled; but being diſcreet peo- 


ple, rather advanced in life, and long 
uſed to the contentions of the family, 


they concluded it beſt, after ſeriouſly _ 
cuffing the matter over between them- 
ſelves,” that the butler ſhould obey the 
commands of Mr. Charles, and leave 


him and Sir Geoffry to. ſettle the affair as 
they might think fit, inſtead of the butler 


or the houſe-keeper officiouſly obtruding_ 
_ themſelves into. a conteſt which they fore- 


ſaw 
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ſaw would ſoon ſet the houſe in an up- 


roar; ſo that the bottle of port was ſent 
without a word denoting any reluctance 
in them by Tom to Mr. Charles, which 
he enjoyed over his pipe, with great fa- 
tisfaction, while the butter, the houſe- 


keeper and the reſt of the ſervants, 


except Tom, awaited the coming ſtorm 
in a profound fi lence. of 7 8 and 
trepidation, | 


It was not long that they remained in 


this ſtate of ex pectation before they were 


rouſed by the actual beginning of- the 
hurricane, in one of the footman's com- 
ing with a meſſage to the butler from 
Sir Geoffry, to know what was | become 


of Charles. 5 e 


8 . 3 
_ 


It ſeems that the gina of Sir Geo 
bad urged this inquiry out of their curi- 
oſity to pry into the ſituation and caſe of 
the brothers, and their behaviour to each 
other upon the deceaſe of their father. 


arms $9. — — EE c ry a  o yy war won wm wy ow oem ue te v.44, 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. 4g 


The butler, very properly, before he 
went to give in his anſwer to the queſ- 
tion, waited upon Charles to aſk him 


what he muſt ſay to Sir Geoltry ufer 
the occaſion, 1 44 MW 


IVY Whz y what would you ſay = E 


Charles. © but the truth? Tell Sir Geoff. 


ry that I have ſupped alone in the blue 
parlour, ind that I am now enjoying my- 
ſelf in it with a pipe of tobacco, and a 


NGF of port.“ 


« J dont know what to 5 JT of it.“ 
ſaid the butler, ++ I am afraid there will 
be ſtrange doings if I inform Sir Geoffry 


ſo flatly with your proceedings, Do let 
me ſoften my anſwer to him to keep the 
peace of the houſe, which I am certain 
will be quite overthrown, and changed 
into great commotions, if I. implicitly 


obey your commands.” 


„Let the thunder fall upon my own 
head, ſaid Charles, riſing and preparing 


himſelf 


i 3 


| himſelf for the onſet. You have acted 

by iny orders, and have nothing to do or 

to ſuffer in the matter, but ſtrictly to 

give into Sir Geoffry, as your anfwer to 

him, my preciſe words, as "7 have deli- 
Wen them to you.“ 


| The butler bowed 70 Suk his hed, 
as he retired, and Charles fat himſelf 
down again, to his pipe and bottle of 


It may be neceſſary in this place, 


furthermore to inform the reader of 


Charles's former conduct, and fituation 
during the time of his coming from the 
ſchools, and refiding with his father un- 
til his death, that he had ſeldom even 
deen admitted to dine or ſup with him, 
at his tabie, but had been reduced to 
the neceſſity of getting his meals in the 
beſt manner he could without abſolutely 
mixing with the ſervants; ſo that his 
now taking upon himſelf ſuch a different 
mode of behaviour, appeared to the but- 

15 | * 
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sR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. = 4p 
ler, and all the ſervants, the more aſto- . 
nifhing, as they had been led to under- 
ſtand, from Sir Geoffry's hints to them 


about the will, that it was entirely in the 


power of the knight, to ſupport him in 


the houſe, or to turn him out of doors, 


whenever he {ſhould think proper and at 
a moment's warning. 


This being the caſe with reſpe to the 
thoughts of the butler, upon his being 
obliged to take the painful auſwer of 
Charles to Sir Geoffry (for he, as well as 
all the fervants, had a great 'regard for 
him, though they never durſt {thew it) 


the poor man felt himſelf ſo confuſed 


upon his entrance into the room to his 
maſter, that he could ſcarcely make the 


knight underſtand the real meaning of 


the words which he delivered to him; 
but when, at laſt, by the knight's poſitive 
command to have a clear explanation of 


what the butler was ſo unwilling to com- 


ply with, he obtained from him a tho- 
rough knowledge of his brother's refolute 
behaviour 
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dur, he conceived” it to be fo ex- 
aary and audacious, that he flew 
out of the room in the moſt horrid paſ- 
ſion imaginable, and appeared | before 
Charles with the rage of a perfect mad- 
man, or a wild . 07 pg mT the 
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1166 H6w'dave oo, wu Infolem- vit- 
lain,“ roared the knight, while his mouth 
ſoamed with — 585 _ en . r 


in f heul : 10 1 
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75 How eee you more n — 


hin, „ exclaimed Charles, ſtarting up. 


call me by ſuch an opprobrious epi- 
thet I am no villain,—I am aſſerting 
"wy own rights, and I will maintain them 

againſt you * all the- venus: in the 
world N 


* 
* 


1 > * 
3 A 


20 1 H 17 e a the knight, Fo 
g: Charles by the throat. get out of 
= houſe, come out with you, & ys , 
bu eee Mage Mo te © 56 
eat 0, * „ « e 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. ig 
No, no, wicked and vile brother, 
you are unable to execute your deſign,” 

cried Charles, as he extricated himſelf 


from his graſp, and threw him neck over 
oO to the farther end of the room. | 


: 


This ſcuffle bringing all the fervarits 
into the parlour te part the fray, and to 
prevent miſchief, the almoſt ſuffocated 
knight, commanded them to aſſiſt him 
in turning Charles immediately out of 
doors; but they being rouzed from their 
timidity by the manly conduct of Charles, 
and being urged to ſide with him from 
the baſeneſs of the aſſault of his brother, 
took no notice of his orders; but de- 
cidedly gave him to know, that they 
would not be the inſtruments of ſuch an 
abominable piece of buſineſs. | 


Finding himſelf baffled in his attempts, 
as the ſervants ſurrounded Charles, he 
returned to his company, who had heard 
every thing that had paſſed, to raiſe 
them as a poſſe in ſupport of his determi- 
Vols 7, C - nations; 
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| oations; but they, ſeeing a "TOR which 
might involve them in trouble or incon- 
venience, if they interfered in it, acted | 
the part upon this occaſion, of true 
trencher friend. They leſt the diſtraded 
knight to deal with his difficulties alone. 
They ruſhed out of the houſe, in order 
to get rid of bim and his affairs, and 
they made their very maſterly and pro- 
vident retreat to their own habitations, 
to enjoy themſelves with their families 
in a e at his diefs. 


| The 1 everybelmed with <onfa- 
fic jon, at his being. deſerted by his friends, 
and the reſolution which the ſervants had 
taken in fayeur of the cauſe of Charles, 
was upon the brink of making his own 
eſcape out of the houſe, under an ap- 
prehenſion that he ſhould be murdered ; 
when Charles, having been acquainted 
with, his terrors, by the houſe-keeper, who 
had gone to him, and had endeavoured 
to appeaſe him, taking all the ſervants 
with him, entered the dining room and 
exclaimed,- — 8 | 

BS. What 


SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS. E 
Wbat are you afraid of, brother of 
mine, that you {hould think of making 
your eſcape from me as a man, who, 
whatever you may juſtly merit at his 
hands, in conſequence of your baſe treat- 
ment of him, you muſt know is utterly 
incapable of aay violence againſt” you, 
but in his own defence. I appeal to : 
your own ſervants, who were witneſſes to 
it, that you yourſelf was the aggreſſor in 
the tumult which has happened between 
us; and which ſhall never happen again, 
unleſs you continue your wicked aſſaults ] 
upon me, under the circumſtance of my | = 
aſſetting my rights and claims upon you | 
in your houſe, which I ſhall certainly 
do; and which rights and claims upon 
you -I will now explain to your oe; A 
ſo far as it concerns them. 4 


Meas! | bog a right i this houſe, turn- 
ing to the butler, as expreſſed in the 
cadicil of my late father's will, to a table 

to myſelf, for breakfaſt, dinner and ſup- 
per, with. two quarts of malt liquor and 

| C 2 . ©”. T bottle 
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a bottle of wine a day, together with 
the attendance of a ſervant upon. thele 
oecaſions. f | 4 Ms 


| «;Shoneleſs brother of mine,” he' 
cried, turning to Sir Geoffry, ** that you 
{hould by your illiberal condu towards 
me, force ſuch a pitiful explanation from 
me to your ſervants; but as the caſe is, 
; Twill make the beſt af it, and ſince you 
and your people know my intentions, 
you have only to ſubmit to them, and 
you now, as well as at all times, may go 
to bed in Perfect ſafety, from any. at- 
- tompts of mine to diſturb. * ow 85 


The EOS hung 8 his head at thai 
cloſe. of this ſpeech; Charles retired to 
his own parlour, and the butler, with the 
ſervants, went into the public kitchen, 
and congratulated one another upon the 
different face of things, that was likely 
to take place in the family from the cou- 
rage * i ee of * * 
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IIR Geoffry havitig: drank freely the 
laſt evening, and having been ſtun- 
ned into a kind of ſtupor by the unex- 


pected reſolute conduct of his brother 


Charles, ſlept ſoundly until about nine 


o'clock the next morning, when he awoke 


with a head-ach, and in great perturbation 
of ſpirits upon his immediate recollection 
of the occurrences which had happened, 
ſo much to his own difgrace, and to the 
triumph of the oppoſition, which he for 


the firſt time in his life had met with, 
in conſequence of the violence of his 


repo 85. 


Obarles bad nept! in- a rte of hn 
tiful repreſentations of the fancy, wherein 
Nannette, with her ſpirited connſels, ap- 
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1 * him in his dreams, uy 
urged him to perſiſt in his preſent reſo- 
lute conduct, and nat to give way to the. 
natural eaſineſs of 101 nner. 


—_ 


He roſe about FLOP in the Fa 
and after amuſing himſelf with a boo 


be was taking his hreakfaſt in the blue 
| parlour, with great compoſure of mind at 


the time Sir Geoſſry came down, and re- 


Paired to his own. apartment for the 


ſame purpoſe ; but with an entire ſet. of 


different feelings. to thoſe which. his bro- 


ther experienced upon the occaſion. 2 


1 a 3 2+ 44 Sr? 5 4 4 £307 3 


Alarmed. and not — tg what to | 
30 with. bimſelf, he walked ahout the 


room like a man bereſt of his ſenſes. 


He ſcratched. his head, and pulled up his 


75 breeches in the moſt ridiculous manner 


poſſible, as the ſtarts of his mind impel- 


led him to reſume his former impetuoſity 


of command over his houſehold.— But 
being as ſuddenly checked by thoſe fears 
og * eee of his violence now, 

Is f which 
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which had never entered into his head 
before, he receded from his valorous ex- 
citements, as faſt as they arofe in His 
mind, and remained in a perfect ſtate 
of irreſolution, until a fit of frenzy, 
compoſed of the different ingredients of 
pride, meanneſs, deſperateneſs, and fear, 
caufed him haſtily to ring the bell for 
a ſervant. dd 


The "I old butler, with the houſe- 
keeper, who had watched his motions, 1 
and who were on the verge of going into 1 
the room, and of their own accord to 1 
endeavour to aſſuage the troubled emoti- 
ons of his breaſt, immediately appearing 
together before him on the call of the 
bell, he impatiently aſked for his break- 
faſt, as he flung himſeif into an arm-chair 
with all the marks of diſcontent 3 in his |; 
manner. 1 li 


The euskal old ih benen pro- _ 
vided his breakfaſt for him, and having 1 
only waited for his commands, it was in- } 

C 4 ; ſtantane- bl 
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ſtantaneouſly brought by a footman into 
his room; and they, as well as the man, 
aſſiduouſly attended him, and did and 
ſaid every thing in their power to recon- 
cile him to his ſituation, and the preſent 
poſture of his affairs; declaring repeat- 
edly, that if he would but be at peace 
with himſ elf, he ſhould never receive any 
cauſe of diſſatisfaction from them, or the 
conduct of Mr. Charles; whoſe beha- 
viour to him, they poſitively aſſerted, 
would always be reſpectful, ſo long as he 
would leave him without moleſtation to 
his own enjoyments and they pledged 
themſelves ſtrictly to continue their obe- 
dience to him, as their maſter, and ne- 
ver to conſider Mr. Charles, but as his 
younger brother reſiding in his houſe; 
except they ſhould find him, as before, 
abuſed and ill treated, and then they 
declared they would ſupport him at the 
hazard of their being turned out of their 
ſoeyioe 1 in the family. 2a 5 


Though 
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Though theſe things were ſaid to the 

knight with the utmoſt humility of man- 

ner, yet their ſtrong tendency in favour 
of the cauſe of Charles, ſat exceedingly 
uneaſy. upon his: broiling ſtomach; and 

he could hardly reſrain from giving abu- 

five inſtances of his difreliſh of their phy- 

ſic, which they plainly diſcovered to be 

a moſt unwelcome and a very nauſeous. 
draught. | 


However, as matters ſtood in his 1 
bhouſe, he knew not how to extricate 4 
himſelf from a mortifying predicament, . 
which had entirely originated in his own | 
miſconduct; ſo that he diſmiſſed the but- \_ 
ler, the houſe-keeper and the footman, . 
who had preſumed to become his adviſ- | 4 
ers, from his preſence, with a ſullen 
direction to them to mind their own 
buſineſs. 


They cheerfully went about the ſame, . 
leauing him to flounder by himſelf in 
C. 5 „ the 
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woe troubled waters he had raiſed, and 


f I muſt follow them, to defcribe their 
operations, as well as thoſe of Charles 
and the country people, in conſequence 

5 of the new eleaf, as before- mentioned, 
which has been turned over at Sir 
' 1 EY 4 — ; | -& | » | ; ; 
* Jy f ; 2 ' ; 
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NEWS, RUMOURS, . AND SURMISESs 


Sit may be thought ſomewhat incon- 
ſiſtent with the character of the but-- 

ler and the houſe-keeper, who have been 
repreſented as careful, diſcreet, timid - 
people, and who, upon the firſt order to 


them from Charles for his bottle of port, 
had ſent it him under a determination, 


not to officiouſly obtrude themſelves 


into a conteſt which they foreſaw would 


ſet the houſe in an uproar; that they ſo 
ſoon ſhould have changed their minds in 
a decided reſolution to ſupport the cauſe, 


at all adyentures, of the younger bro- 


| ther; it may be neceſſary to obſerve, that 
during the life of the father, he added 


ſuch a weight to the inſolent behaviour of 


Geoffry, that they durſt not then think 


of making any oppoſition to the cruelties 


inflited upon the youth; but now that 
15 C 8 the. 
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the old man was gone, there wanted no- 
thing to rouze them out of their ſtate of 
fear and caution, but the exact kind of 
courage, which Charles had diſcovered 
upon his demiſe; ſo that what might ſeem 
at firſt ſight (without taking the ſpirit of 
the caſe along with you, gentle reader) 
to be a very extraordinary incident, is 

: the moſt natural event-in the world. 

{ 

Upon the dutter's return with: the 
ite Anion and the footman into: the 
kitchen among tlie reſt of the ſervants, 
who were gaping: for the news of Sir 
Geoffry's conduct this morning, and how 
he took the behaviour of them all, 
well as Mr.. Charles, the preceding even- 
ing, they were mightily pleaſed with 
the account the butler gave them of the 
knight's ſeeming to have received ſuch a 
check to his inſolence, that he would not 
get over for ſome time at leaſt, and they 

were on tiptoe to wait upon Mr. Charles 
in the blue parlour, and to offer their 
giddy ſervices to him, in the moſt violent 
. e [ way 


as 
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way to ſupport. him in his rights, and to 
ſuppreſs the knight's abuſes, if he ſhould 
perſiſt in them, with kicks and cuffs, 


and every ſpecies of caſtigation, which. 
their thoughtleſs brains, and inflamed 


paſſions dictated to them; when Charles, 
who had been exceedingly attentive to 
all that had paſt, and had overheard the 


tumultuous refolutions of the ſervants, 
appeared among them, and in an autho- 
ritative manner, that ſtruck them into 


filence and diſmay, he commanded them 
to mind only their own bufinels, in 
waiting upon Sir Geoffry with all poſſible 
reſpect, and never to interfere in the 
matters they had bpen talking over, ex- 


cept he, himſelf, {Honld call upon them 


for their ſervices, in conſequence of any 
future flagrant ill-treatment of him from 
Sir Geoffry. 1 


Satisfied by theſe AveRions ad. com- 
vinced of their errors, they ſubmitted to 
Mr. Charles's ſuperior judgment, and 
CORY Tepaired to their different em- 
| PIO Forney 
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ployments in the houſe. upon his leaving. 
them to their own concerns, in order to 
ait upon Nannette. Ty 


While Charles Se his walk to call 


| upon Nannette, I muſt attend to the 


hurry and. buſtle of the country people, 
in conſequence cf the. news having reach- 
ed them of the affray which had. hap- 
pened between Sir Geoffry and- his bro- 
ther Charles, and which, from their im- 
perfect intelligence, rumour nad ſpread. 
among them in a. thouſand different. 


ſhapes, and with as many tongues, all _ 


tending to convey the moſt horrid and 


Wehe ideas of the caſe ene, 


v4 


: As I lizes, at 2 time in the neigh- 
bourhood, and was ſauntering among the - 


fields and villages on the morning after 


the preceding evening's ſcuffle between 


the brothers, I had the opportunity to 


inſpect into the merits of a ſtory, as it 
receives its additions and embelliſhments 
in the telling, or as it Paſſes from one 
* 
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perſon to another, until, as the old _ 
ſays, a molehill becomes as big as 
mountain. | | 
Seeing ſome ruſtics gathered together 
in the yard of a farm-houſe, liſtening 
very attentively to a wandering. tinker, 
who mends their kettles and brings them 
news, I had the curioſity to hear what the 
man was ſo earneſtly relating to them. 


: Upon his beginning, at my requeſts 
| his tale again, F found that upon his calls 
during the morning, at ſome of the peo- 
ple's houſes, who. had ſupped with Sir 
Geoffry when the affray happened, he 
had gathered from the ſervants, who were 
full of the affair, ſome account of it; and 
which he had only enlarged upon to the 
trifling degree of Sir Geoffry's having had 
one of his legs broke by his brother 
Charles, in a violent fall which he had 
given him, and that the conſtables were 
upon the look- out for the culprit, in or- 
der to take him to Warwick Goal. 
| Leaving 
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Leaving him and the. aſtoniſhed ruſ- 
tics, whoſe ſurmiſes upon the occaſion 
amounted to the dreadful concluſion, that 
poor Mr. Charles would certainly be 
hanged, I proceeded to the next village, 
and was ſurprized to find it erouded with 
a numerous concourſe of people, all with 
their mouths wide open, ſwallowing down 

every ſtrange ſtory they could get of the. 
buſineſs 1 in agitation... 


Paſhing my way into the midſt of 
them, I was thunder-ſtruck at the dif- 
ferent tales told of the matter, by the 
different perſons, who had beard the 
very ſame account which I had done 
from the tinker, as he had paſſed among 
them in his morning's walk, until he 
had arriyed at the e and 
nn | | | 


One! man ſwore that the tinker told 
him, Sir Geoffry had not only one. of his 
legs broken by his brother Charles, but 
His! Wulle was fractured in the fall, * 
that 


* 
5 4 eo 
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that the ſurgeons. were now in the actual 

operation. of trepaning the. ſame ta ſave 
his life, which was in great danger z and 
if he ſhould die, Mr. Charles would cer- 
tainly be hung in chains upon a gibbet as 
high as Coventry great church ſteeple. 


Another man declared that he was told 


by. a neighbour of his, who had heard 
the tinker's ory, that one. of Sir Geoff- 
ry's eyes was knocked out of his head, 
and the other was ſwelled up in ſuch 
a deſperate manner, that he would cer- 
tainly loſe that alfo, 1 75 * 


But Shut: See much eg 


the people above every thing elſe in 
theſe horrid accounts, was the freſh in- 
telligence we received from a little fellow 
in a black wig, who- came running to us 
.out of breath, and almoſt ſullgcated with 
his news. 


As ſoon as he could ſpeak, and we 
had gathered about him, he exclaimed, 


It is all over With Sur Geoffry, —He is | 


actually 


ye cans 


\ = 

— » 
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actually as dead as a door nail.—He died 
but Half an hour ago, under the hands of 
the furgeons, as they were trapping his 


ſkull.— For they had no ſooner opened it, 
but out flew all his brains upon them and 


about the room; and before they could 


gather them up, and put them in again, 


to prolong his life, he departed all one as 
any one of you would do, if T was to get 


a ſledge hammer, and ſmaſh your ſkull. 


into ten br broken ere 9 


_ Lord! Lord! . eried the 1 folks, 
in a yell as terrific as the howl of the 
American ſavages: * What a ſhocking 
end has the knight come to! God bleſs 
him, and may he reſt in Abraham's bo- 


ſom, for he has not had any reſt 1 in this 
world, God we hep my 


As foon. as FOR bad recovered them 
ſelves a little from this dreadful panic, 
they aſked the man for his authority for 
the woefal account he had given us of 
the fad end of Sir Geoffry ; when he in- 
| formed: 


10 
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formed: them, that he had it from Dick. 


Swathem, a very diſcreet thinking man, 


he ſaid ;.'that Dick Swathem received it 


from. Jack Gulp, who, he ſaid was 2 
man not eaſily to be impoſed upon by 
hearſay accounts; for that he had heard 
the ſtory related by honeſt Ned Trickem, 


who never told 4 lie in his life; and that 


Ned Trickem had been an eye-witneſs 


to the knight's death, being called in (as 


he happened to be at. the houſe upon 


other buſineſs at the time) to lend a' 


helping hand to fave the poor man's 
liſe; he being, he ſaid, as you all know, 


a mighty clever cow-leech and horſe- 


doctor! * 


Upon this proof poſitive, as the peo- 


ple took it, of the knight's deplorable 
cataſtrophe, I trembled for the fate of 
poor Charles, ſhould any part of the pre- 
ſent company meet him, under the vio- 
lent impreſſions, which operated like 
* id-fire upon their paſſions, of his hav- 
ing murdered his brother, when, lo! EF 
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| was releaſed from my apprehenſions, by 


TAO Teton % 
> XY 1 5 
' l : 


the actual appearance of Sir Geoffry, with 
two ſervants in his. retinue; riding full 
ſpeed through the croud, as well as ever 


he was in his life, to the amazement of 
the fools, who had ſwallowed the ſtrange 
accounts of his. broken legs, knocked out 
eye, fractured ſkull, and ſhocking death: 


and to the: utter. confuſion of the * 


en of ſuch ann ſtories. 
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co INTERVIEW OF CHARLES. 
7: WD NANNETTE. 


CH. ARLES's: walk to viſit Nannette, to 


inform her of his encounter with his 


brother, and the ſucceſs of it, in conſe- 
quence of her ſpirited advice to him, 


being through a very retired continua- 


tion of meadows, copſe, and words, he 
eſcaped the obſervation of 'the country 
people upon the above-mentioned falſe 
alarm that had been ſpread among them, 
and got clear of any interruption, ſafe 
to the preſence of the lovely girl, his 
inſvirer and ptivy-counſellor. = 


He found, on his entering the room, 
that he was under the neceſſity of ex- 
erting all the ſpirit he could muſter up, 
to appeaſe the troubed emotions of her 
breaſt, as ſhe leaned — a ſopha, over- 

whelmed 
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whelmed with grief and apprehenſions 


for his ſafety, from her having been pre- 


Poſleſſea by the flying reports of the 


morning, that what had been alledged in 


them was actually the real ſtate of the 


caſe, or ſomething ſimilar to it, in the ex- 
travagant puniſhment which he had in- 
flicted upon Sir Geoffry, on the knight's 


8 aal and endeavcurs to turn him out 
of the houſe. 


As ſoon as fhe perceived him enter 
the parlour, ſhe ſtarted up, all wild, 
frantic and diſhevelled with her agitated 
affright and miſtaken ideas of the matter, 
and cried Oh Charles! what have you 
done? Could I have thought that my 
advice to you to aſſert your own rights, 
only, againſt an uſurping and wicked 
brother, ſhould have inflamed you to 


ſuch a degree as to excite you to commit 


ſuch a deſperate act upon him, I would 
never, never, never, no, never have 
opened my lips in your cauſe.— A cauſe 
which I ſupported, as the cauſe of a very 

| well 


my 
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well meaning, quiet, injured man, who 1 
was apprehenſi ive, from the inoffenſive 


temper of his mind, would ſuffer himſelf 


to be moſt egregiouſly trampled upon: 

When oh! horrible! moſt horrible! that. 
I ſhould be the innocent inſtigator to the 
commiſſion of ſuch a flagitious deed {” 
{he exclaimed, as Charles catched her in 
his arms, and prevented her from falling 


in a ſwoon upon the floor. 


As ſoon as Charles could place her 


upon the ſopha, and by his aſſiduity 


recover her ſinking ſpirits, he eagerly 


cried.— What deed, Nannette? what 


crime have. I committed, that can affect 
you in this manner?” 


* Is the murder of a brother, no 
crime?” {he exclaimed, looking him 
ſteadfaſtly in the face, while his aſto- 
niſhed powers were ſtruck into a ſtate 


of annihilation at the ſhocking idea, as 


lie retired from her to a chair, in an 


utter fupefadtion of his ſenſes at the 


abominable charge. | 
She 
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she ſoon roufed him from the ab; 
ſorbed condition vf his feelings, in con- 
ee of her miſtaking them for the 


remorſe of conſcience which ſuddenly 
| feized upen his vitals from the truth of 


the allegation, by ſtarting up again, and 
proceeding in her attack upon him in 
_ ac pe _— | 


« There —_ no other proof,” he 
cried, ſtamping her foot upon the floor, 
and ſtaring at him, with the horror in 
her conntenance, that an angel would 
look upon the moſt atrocious villain upon 
earth, than your own conviction of 
your guilt, in the manner which you 
now receive the charge againſt you.-- 
The compunction which you feel for it, 
though it ſhews you have ſome remains 
of grace and repentance in you, yet it 
eſtabliſhes the fact in my mind end 
the probability of a doubt.“ 


he What fact? n Charles, rail- 
ing himfelf from his ſtupor with all the 
_ accumulated 
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accumulated” marks of indignation, co * 4 1 
tempt, and reſentment in his mann e, 
What proof have you ; he cried, an | 
ing her fiercely by the hand, and forcing . 
her to a ſeat, for your wicked W 
_ an innocent t 


Hart, and cw bo the word wicked, 
and the violence with which he accoſted 
her, the roſe again like a confirmed little 

fury, as ſhe at this time completely was, 
and giving Charles a puſh” which ſent 
him into a corner of the room, ſhe moſt 
vehemently aſſerted that ſhe could bring 
all the ſervants in the houſe, and all the 
people in the pariſh, as witneſſes to the 
fact; for that the ſervants, ſhe advanced, 
had been running all over the neighbour- 
hood of Sit Geoffry, during the whole 
courſe of the morning, and had obtained 
ſuch an indiſputable intelligence of it, 
that ſhe wondered, ſhe paſſionately de- 
naunced, that he was not aſhamed of at- 
tempting to ſeek an aſylum in her fa- 
ther's houſe from the immediate 'execu- 
vor. 9 * - 440A 
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Ton Wor the law upon him for his offence, 
When, her poor, diſtracted father, ſhe cri- 
WA, burſting into tears, had, upon the 
"OP * is of the ſo well corroborated news 
of his guilt, gone, not more than an hour 
/ _ ago, to be a ſharer among his friends in 
| the grief which all good people would 
experience, from ſo black a crime, com- 
mitted by a man, whom they never could 
haue conceived, capable of the deed. 


"Ep ww 


The pack ſpirit of Charles upon 
theſe repeated, and redoubled violences 
of Nannette's charges againſt him, was, 
by this time, changed by his iddignation 
at them, into the perfect heroiſm of a 
wronged and injured man. He called 
her, in an animated rage and diſguſt, as 
he advanced to her, a vile wetailer ok 
common lies, which if ſhe poſſeſſed the 
leaſt grain of ſenſe, he ſaid, ſhe muſt 
have ſpurned at, and deſpiſed, -as the 
fabrication of a ſet of knaves, for the 
miſleading and entertainment of a parcel 


ö of vole.” That the was of all the ſools in 
3 the 
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pariſh, the greateſt of all thoſe roll in 
that her education and reading min 


have taught her better, than to have liſt- 


ened to the idle rumours of a ſet of clod- 
polls, who are for ever upon the gape, 
and always ready to ſwallow the moſt 
improbable fictions, which the wicked 
arts of their deceivers 'can impoſe upon 
them; and that he ſhould not be ſur- 
_ prized, he continued, if he ſhould, him- 


| 1 N. 
* 


ſelf, hear to morrow morning, his laſt 


dying words and confeſſion of the mur- 
der of his brother, brawled among the 
pariſhioners, ; in conſequence of his being 
hanged before ten o'clock, and that, to 
the amazing edification of the pariſh, as 
well as himſelf, they would all believe it 
as faithfully as they do the goſpel. 


Though Nannette, at the beginning 
of this ſpeech, was riſing in anger at it, 
yet the ludicrous turn Charles put upon 
it at the end, forced her againſt all her 
e of reſiſtance, into a violent fit of 
8 and ſhe declared, if he had 
„ murdered 
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4, 1 : " Urdered his brother, he was the moſt 
TW *E merry rogue in the world; and as the 
x Eaſe ſtood quite otherways in her opi- 
nion, from what he had now faid, ſhe 
| hoped he would forgive her, as a ſilly 
( young girl, whoſe motive for the horror 
ſhe had expreſſed at a ſuppoſed crime in 
him, originated in the goodneſs of her 
heart, and, particularly, in her over-haſty 
credulity, and miſtaken fears and appre- 
henſions for his _ 
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THE FATHER OF N ANNETTE. 


UST as Charles was going to give the 
appeaſed Nannette an account of the 
particulars of the affray between his bro- 


ther and him, which has already been 
related, her father entered the room, and 


prevented the neceſſity of it, by his ea- 


gerly embracing Charles, and declaring 


that there never was ſuch a ſet of pol- 
troons in the world as the toad-eaters 


who had ſupped with Sir Geoffry, and 


who were preſent at the time of the 
tranſation, —for that they, he ſaid, in- 
ſtead of putting an immediate ſtop to 
the falſe rumours which had been ſpread 
among the people, and which might have 
hurried them into ſome deſperate act 
upon the perſon of Charles had they met 


him in the height of their fury, abſo-— 
lately, and for miſchief ſake, had with-- 
D3 held 
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held their interference in the matter, and. 
kept themſelves aloof in ſuch a myſteri- 
ons manner, as to ſtrengthen a vile re- 


port, which they enjeyed from no other 


Principle but from the unnatural baſe- 
| neſs and depravity of their own hearts. 


21K. 


bringing me ſo many and poſitive ac- 
counts, that you had maimed and mur- 
dexed your brother, although I could 
not conceive that it was poſſible ſor. 
you, ſhould. you have met with the moſt 
abuſive treatment from him, to commit 
ſuch a. crime. yet being impelled and 
confounded by my fright, at ſuch re- 
peated accounts of the fact, I was led 


into a concluſion that it was true, and 
was going to condole with my friends 


upon the event, when, on my paſſing 


over a field that lay near Newſport, a 


tumultuous cry from a croud of people 


gathered in the village, led me to the 
place to enquire what they were about, 
n in aud 


2 « Upon my ſervants, he eee | 
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and what violences they ſeemed to be on 
the eve of een into execution. 


„ arrived among them juſt at the 
time they had received ſuch a plauſible 
account from a fellow of the murder of 
Sir Geoffry, that they were all in a tu- 
| mult to avenge his death, by an inſtant- 
aneous determination to go in queſt of 
you, my dear Charles, and to tear you to 
pieces; and that only in conſequence of 
their miſled honeſt indignation at your 
crime, Sir Geoffry, having never been 
the favourite of any body, and being 
generally hated and deſpiſed by the” com- 
mon people: \ N 


»While I was endeavouring to mol- 
lily their paſſions, by repreſenting to all 
whom I could make hear me, the folly - 
of their haſty - reſolutions, and earneſtly 
conjuring them to leave poor Mr. Charles 
to the decifion of the law, which had 
provided an ample ee for his 
A crime, 
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crime, without their bringing themſelves 


into trouble about it, Sir Geoffry, with 


two attendants, rode full ſpeed through 
the village, and totally put an end o 
the buſineſs ; leaving us in. ſuch a dead 
ſilence of ſurprize upon the occaſion, that 
tbe fools, if not rogues, who had propa- 
gated the report, had time to ſkulk away 
from among us, without receiving that 
immediate puniſhment for their falſe in- 
telligence, which certainly would have 
been inflicted upon them, had they 
awaited the turning tide of the peo- 
ple's paſſions and rage againſt them, 
for the horrible lies which. they had 
been telling. 


+ As:ſoow as the croud began to ſe- 
parate, J perceived Mr. Ramble, who 
boards with Mrs. Gooſe at Kenilworth, 

and who you know is a very ſhy gentle⸗ | 
man, and ſo exceedingly addicted to 
books and wanderings alone, that one 
cannot get him into company without a 
monſtrous deal of preſſing; but the com- 
f mon 
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mon cauſe of the miſchief which had een 
afoot, and which had been ſo happily 
prevented, by the lucky appearance of 
Sir Geoffry, drawing us together to talk 
cover it, and to make farther inquiries into 
ſuch an extraordinary caſe, we immedi- 
ately went to the hall, and were aſto- 
niſhed to find, as I mentioned before, 
from a ſhort account which the butler 
gave us of the circumſtances, that fix or 
ſeven perſons in the neighbourhood and 
village of Newſport, whoſe names he 
mentioned, that had ſupped with Sir 
Geoffry laſt evening, could have Pre- 
vented all the hubbub which we in 
formed him had happened there, if they 
had thought proper to ſtep forward with 
the real ſtate of a fact b my had 
bn witnelles to. 


* 


8 Overioyed anda in high ſpirits | in con- 
ſequence of things turning out fo differ- 
ently to what I had firſt apprehended, I 


aſked for you Charles, in order to take you 
D 5. home- 
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8 e me to dinner, being reſolved 
to have a jolly day with you and ſome 
friends upon your eſcape; but finding 

that you had taken a walk, as the bgler 
„ that 1 ſhould, od; you with my eee 
| * or ſame where not ſar off; ſa that, upon 
5 . our leaving the hall, I prevailed upon 
; my companion to take pot-lot with me 

to day, which he told me he would do 
with infinite pleaſure, and- he is only 
gone home. upon ſome buſineſs, and will 
certainly be with us at two o'clock. I 
was glad to ſee on my pailing through 
the kitchen, our fine ſir-loin of beef 
roaſting at the fire, ſo that if you will 
add to it ſome boiled chickens, and ba- 
con Nannette, we ſhall have a. dinner fit 
for a king, or at. leaſt for ourſelves, Mr. 
Ramble, and four of my old friends 
whom I will, now go for, and bring with 


me to OT Gl Te | 
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Mr. Ramble; for that is my name, and 
the perſon whom the good father of Nan- 
nette had met with at Newſport, and ac- 
companied to the hall, and who had 
received the kind invitation to diue at 
his houſe. . EE | 


I thither N to the time 
fixed, being then firſt induced to gain a 
thorough knowledge of the whole buſi- 
neſs, in order to deſcribe in ſome way 
or other the characters of the principal 
perſons concerned in it, and the conſe- 
quent events which already had hap- 
pened, and might occur in their future 
actions, to ſuch a degree of importance, 
as to afford me, at leaſt, an entertain- 
ing relation of them for the peruſal of 

the public. 


I found a, moſt hearty welcome from 
Benevolus, the father of Nannette, with 
four honeſt ſubſtantial farmers in his 
cnrany. together with the beautiful and 
3 EE "| =» 


accompliſhed Nannette, and the no leſs 
| en and well Walen Charles. 
We Amedsand cpent the bam in 
a a. very agreeable manner; during which, 
as all the viſitors as well as myſelf; 
wiſhed to be acquainted with every par- 
ticular relating to the affair which had 
drawn us together, I obtained an account 
from Charles and Nannette of every tranſ- 
action, both with reſpe@ to Charles's af- 
fray with his brother, his inſtigation to 
aſſert his rights by Nannette, the inter- 
views he had had with her, the will, 
and every thing elſe which I have de- 
ſcribed in the preceding chapters. . 


As the above relations engaged us 
till it was time to part in the evening, 
I am not yet prepared to give the reader 
any farther idea of the character of Be- 
nevolus, than the ſlight traits of him here 
and in ſome former part of this perform- 
u ſo * 1 muſt leave what I ſhall. 

have 
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have more to ſay of him to thoſe op- 
rtunities, as they will occur in the 
courſe of my future acquaintance with _ 
him; and in the mean time, and before 
I take up the ſubject again, of any of 
my heroes or heroines, it may perhaps, 
be neceſſary to give the reader ſome. 
farther account of. myſelf. _ . 
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THE AUTHOR. 


THAT part of my character which has 
been mentioned by Benevolus, of 
my being addicted to books, wanderings 
alone, and ſhyneſs of company, is exceed- 
ingly juſt in a general acceptation of my 
manners. But at the ſame time it muſt 
be underſtood, that I have adopted this 
mode of behaviour from no real objection. 
to ſociety, but from the motive of- mixy * 
.ing with mankind whenever I pleaſe, or 
more properly ſpeaking, whenever I find 
a proſpect in ſo doing of gathering ſome 
knowledge in the way of the. world for 
the purpoſe of improvement, rather than 
by joining every party in my way, I 
ſhould fall into the diſfipated idle mode 
of ſpending my time, which terminates 
in nathing but an utter relaxation from 
| thought 
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thought and a total apathy or inexertion 
of all the powers of the mind. 

From this real ſtatement of my diſ- 
poſs tion, it has followed through a courſe. 
of years, which has brought me to the 
verge of what the girls would call a fuſty 
old batchelor, that I purſue a regular plan 
of changing my ſituations in life, as often 
as I find myſelf diſpoſed fo to do, or that” 
I am become tired of one place of abode, 
and am urged to ſeek for-another, which 
a little independent income enables me 
at all times to accompliſh, as a lodger 
and a boarder in a decent i to 
my liking. 


Kenjlwonth: which is famous in the 
| hiſtory of this country from its caſtle, the 
remains of which, or its ruins, are now 
the delight of every ſpectator, is well 
known to be a charming ſituation for a 
man who can enjoy the retired pleaſures 
of a reſidence in one of the fineſt villages 
in the world. Its walks are ere 
„ e 
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agreeable and amuſing, and the road to 
Warwick and Coventry, on which it 
ſtands, in the midway of five miles dif- 


tance from each, is abſolutely, I believe, 
the beſt road in the kingdom. | 
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Courted by an intelligence which I 


received of the beauties of this ſpot, on 


my laſt intended change of ſituation, I 
repaired to it with great expectations of 
a pleaſing retirement from a town life, 
which I had been engaged in for ſome 


time, and grew tired of; and I muſt do 


this village the juſtice to ſay, that 3 


though Jam very little known in it, pay 


or receive very few viſits, and am gene- 
rally looked upon as a ſtrange queer ſort 
of fellow, I have continued in it as & 


boarder with Mrs. Gooſe, at her neat lit- 
_ tle houſe by the ſide of the caſtle from 
the beginning of May 1788, to this time 


the beginning of May 1790, with ſo much 
content and ſatisfaction, that I at preſent 
think I ſhall be a fixture in the place to 
wo end of my days, without a ſuggeſtion 

| entering 
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entering into my head of my former incli- 
nations for novelty of ſite, ſo inexhauſti- 
ble have thoſe reſources been adminiſter- 


ed to me, in my partiality for the com- 
forts and pleaſures which I here enjoy. 


Mrs. Gooſe, the perſon whom 1 board. 


with, is a very bandſome widow, poſſeſſed 


of a ſmall competency, no children, a 
great deal of loquacity, rather filly, but 
very diverting. = 

We agree exceedingly well together: 
for however noiſy ſhe is ſometimes, it 
never diſturbs my quiet, my ſitting par- 
lour being. at a diſtance from her apart- 
ment, and ſhe never obtrudes herſelf 


upon me, but waen I feel myſelf in- 


clined to liſten to her tales about her 
own Concerns, os thoſe of her neigh- 
bours, in which ſhe is very. prolix and 
learned, but never miſchievous. | 


She has a pretty ſervant girl that 
waits upon us both occaſi onally, and a 
willing 
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willing lad to take care of an elegant. 


ſmall garden in.the front of my parlour 
window, to run of errands, to clean ſhoes, 
and to lend an helping hand in every. 


= other department of our affairs. 


Thus ſtuated. we are the. happieſt 


folks conceivable; our domeſtic diſturb- 


ances, which will ſometimes happen in 
the beſt regulated families, being always 
of ſuch a trifling nature, that they are 
forgotten as ſoon as over; and as they laſt 
but for a very ſhort ſpace of time, they 
only appear, as. interruptions to our feli- 
city, like ſpots in the ſun, marked in- 


deed, but taken no notice of, as me- 


terial objects to impede bis or gur pro- 
greſs to the main purpoſes for which 
we were deſigned by the great God that 

ACS us. 


The ſeat of Sir Geoffry, the 3 of: 
Benevolus, and the village of Newſport, 
which have compoſed the ſcene of the 
preceding. tranſactions, lie each of them 
| within 
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within a mile and half of Kenilworth, ſo 
that I am always at hand to fly to any 
one of them as occaſions and circum- 
ſtances ny offer. 


a * 


The houſe + ſituation of Benevolus 
having been deſcribed, it may be neceſ- 
fary to obſerve reſpecting the ſeat of Sir 
Geoffry, that it is an old manſion, ſit uated 
upon a flat, and ſuch as you frequently 
find in the poſſeſſion of the deſcendants 
of an ancient family, whoſe genius never 
led them- to- improvements of any kind' 
in conformity to the modern taſte, It 
therefore now appears a ſubſtantial edi- 
fice of ſome centuries ſanding ;- looks. 


venerable, moſs-grown, but not decayed; 


and the thick ruſty garden walls, the 
rough hewn- Rtablirig; and other offices, 
afford a ſimilar idea of its antiquity to 
the ſpeaator; while the nearly ſapleſs, 


but ſturdy avenue of oaks in front of the 
pile, corroborates your impreſſions of its 
early date, and of its having received. 


en its origin no alterations whatſoever. 
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Its environs are the gloomy haunts of 
the nightly birds of diſmay ; the fright- 


ful reſorts of the hooting and reſtleſs 
ſcreech-owl, the melancholy and cheer- 


leſs reſidence of the ſhard-born beetle,” 


the offenſive bat, and the envenomed 
toad. 


The village of Newſport has nothing 


remarkable in it, except its being popu- 


lous, and inhabited by a croud of ruſtic 
news- mongers. 


Thus having cleared the way, as far 
as my own character or concerns have 
any thing to do in the hiſtory I am writ- 
ing, I will haſten with all convenient 
ſpeed into the field of action, which is 


before me, and proceed in my deſcrip- 


tion of the war of the little world I am 
in, with the moſt EXEMPLARY IMPARTIALITYs 
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CHA XI, 


A GLORIOUS LIMB OF THE LAW. 


T is time now to return to'Sir Geoffry, 
whom as the reader will recollect, the 
butler, the houſe-keeper, and a footman, 
leſt at his breakfaſt, in a very ſullen hu- 
mour, in conſequence of their advice and 
admoniſhment to him, to be ſatisfied and 
contented under the mortifying ſituation 
he had -brought upon himſelf, of his be- 
ing reduced to the neceſſity of having 
the rights of his brother to a ſubſiſtance 
in his houſe, wreſted from him, by the 
manly conduct of Charles, and the co- 
operation of the ſervants in his cauſe, 
inſtead of his having peaceably, and 
without violence or abuſe, on his part, 
freely and generouſly conſented to fulfil 
his engagements to Charles, as expreſſed 
by the will of his deceaſed father. 


Upon 
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Upon the butler, &c. leaving him to 
*** flounder in the troubled waters he had 
raiſed,” as before-mentioned, he became 
the more reſtleſs and confuſed, the more 
he pondered over the degrading predicas 


ment into which his violence, and abu- 


| five treatment of his brother had drawn 


him. Impelled by a thouſand different 


| ſtarts and ſuggeſtions -of his bewildered 


mind, that inſtigated him to reaſſume his 
former conſequence and tyranny over his 


family, he came at laſt, as a dernier re- 
ſort upon his ſore caſe, to the ſudden re- 


ſolution of conſulting his attorney. The 
way to this limb of the law laying through 
the village of Newſport, was the cauſe of 


his paſſing ſo haſtily the croud there, at 
the time the people had received, as 
they thought, an indiſputable intelli- 


gence, and a poſitive proof of his death. 

Upon his arrival at the houſe of his 
attorney, he was received by that gentle- 
man with all poſſible marks of reſpect, 


enen the manner of his ad- 


dreſs 
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of dreſs was fraught with every token of 

6 diſquietude and diſſatisfaction reſpecting 

” the attorney's conduct, in his fixing to 

8 his father's will a codicil, ſo diſtinctly ö 

I and particularly ſpecified, that he found 1 
A himſelf bound and obliged to ſubmit to 4 
7 ſapport his abhorred brother under his '1 
* roof, as a gentleman ;—and he ſwore if Ef 
4 he (the attorney) could not ſet it aſide * 
4 by ſome art or trick of the law, he would mY 
4 never employ him again. 1 

* The attorney being a man reputable # 
* in his profeſſion, and withal extremely Al 
h deſirous to ſettle the differences among 4 
f his clients, in' an amicable way, rather i 
at than for the ſake of emolument to him f | 
* ſelf, to puſh on buſineſs at the riſk, and | 
4 perhaps, the total ruin of his character, 90 
mildly undertook the arduous taſk of F 
15 Aiſfuading the knight from an attempt, 1 
A at once ſo fruitleſs and fo baſe. _ | | 
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He informed Sir Geoffty, that he had 


done nothing more, with regard to the 
codicil, but in ſtrict compliance to the in- 
ſtructions given by his late father, at the 


time it was added to the will, and in a 
mode of ſpecification, that every profeſſor 
of the law was bound .in._ honour to ſub- 


ſtantiate to the beſt of his ability. He 
declared that the intention of bis father 
in favour of Charles, was ſo indiſputably 
eſtabliſhed by the codicil, that it would 
be downright madneſs in him (the knight) 
to think of revoking ſuch a firm and unal- 
terable bequeſt: and he repreſented to 
him the endlefs anxieties and troubles he 


would bring upon himſelf, ſhould he ap- 


ply to any worthleſs practitioner of the 


law, who might undertake ſuch a wicked 
cauſe as his was, merely and for the ſole 


purpoſe of 11 ay ny 110 


92 


Upon tbe knights flying into a rage, in 


_ conſequence of this check to his intended 
proceedings againſt his brother, and de- 


claring 
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claring that he would perſiſt in his reſolu- 


tion, to the hazard of half his fortune, if 


there was an attorney in the kingdom who 
would undertake the buſineſs, the above- 


mentioned glorious limb of the law, gave 


Sir Geoffry to underſtand, that he would 


never more accept of him as his olient, 
in any concerns whatever; but that he 
would on the contrary, totally eſpouſe 
the cauſe of his brother Charles, againſt 
any of his baſe attacks, to the expence of 
all he had gained in the upright diſ- 
charge of his duty; and he furthermore 
declared, that he would ſooner riſk inevi- 
table perdition, than be an unconcerned 
ſpectator of the ruin of an oppreſſed 
youth who had no money of his own, to 
empower him to withſtand ſuch, his bro- 
ther's, meditated moſt cruel and abomi- 
nable deſigns. 


The knight was ſo exaſperated at his 
hitherto meeting with nothing but oppoſi- 
tion upon oppoſition. to his vile proceed- 

| Ez. ings, 
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ings, that he employed three days with 
the utmoſt vehemence in ſearch of a pet- 
tifogger in the county of Warwick, to 


tranſact the above buſineſs, without find- 


ing one that would undertake his cauſe, ſo 
remarkable is Warwickſhire for noNESFH 
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THE STILL MORE GLORIOUS CHARLES. 


N his return from this fruitleſs expe- 
dition, he became in a manner quite 
mad. His diſappointments ſeemed to 
have ſubverted the ſmall remains of his 
underſtanding. He diſcharged in a fit of 
fury, the butler and all the ſervants, from 
his houſe, except Tom, whom Charles 
inſiſted upon his remaining in it, to wait 
upon himſelf, and a greaſy fat cook maid, 
who had all along enjoyed and chuckled 
over the fun, as it appeared to her, of 
the uproar among the contending parties, 
without entering ſo pointedly into the. 
views of them as the reſt of the domeſ- 
tics bad done, though ſhe was at the bot- 
tom, a determined friend to the cauſe of 
Charles. The, couple of ſervants who 
had ſedulouſly attended Sir Geoffry in his 
E 3 | ride 
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ride through the county in ſearch of a 
pettifogger, were diſmiſſed among the 


reſt, becauſe the knight conceived that 


they ſecretly derided him, and were 
pleaſed with his diſtreſſes. He offered 
large wages for a ſreſh ſet of ſervants by 
hand-bills, which were diſtributed about 
the county without effe&, Nobody would 
come near him. The report of his bad 
conduct throughout the whole of his be- 


haviour, fince the death of his father, 


having ſpread like a peſtilence, ſo much, 
and ſo en to his ge. N 


In this deplorable ſituation he 8 
have been utterly loſt in the regions of 
deſpair, or have laid violent hands upon 


Himſelf, had it not been for the noble 


and..difi ntereſted endeavours of Charles, 
to bring him to his ſenſes, and in ſome 


meaſure to a right underſtanding of his 


caſe, and the way he muſt purſue in or- 
der to reinſtate himſelf in his former 
ſplendid ſituation as a knight, ſurrounded 
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by a faithful ſet of domeſtics, and a reti- 


nue CHOY LIFE to his fortunes. . 


12 29 


2 


his diſcarded people, and by his. influ- 
ence over them, he hurried them back 
to their places, and different departments 


in the family. He ſet. every thing to 


rights according to the former eſtabliſh- 
ments of the houſehold, and did all in 
his power to turn the furious tide of the 
wrath of the country againſt him, into a 
peaceful ſtream of commiſeration for a 
man, whom he now repreſented to have 
| been inſtigated by a wild diſtracted ha- 
bitual ſtate- of mind to his late wicked 
courſes, rather than by any ſettled pur- 


poſes of an incorrigible villain. He ex- 


erted all the efforts of the beſt of youths 
to reclaim his brother, and ſucceeded ſo 
far as to reconcile him, apparently, to 
the preſent poſture of his affairs. 


E 4 Happy 


He farted him. in a manner, to recall. 


— 
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Happy and delighted in doing good for 


| evil, the benevolent Charles kept a watch- _ 


ful eye over his brother, in order to pre- 
vent, as far as in him lay, the reſtleſs 
temper of the knight from plunging him 


into any farther difficulties and en 
raſfments. 
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SIR GEO TRT TAKES OUT A DEDIMuS TO ACT AS 
A JUSTICE OF THE PEACE AT WARWICK, 


SIR Geoffry finding himſelf baffled and 


_ reſtrained by the reſolute conduct of 


Charles, and his fimily, to oppoſe his 


domeſtic tyranny, he turned his thoughts 


to his more general extravagances. 


During the courſe of his enſuing pro- 
ceedings he always behaved with a ſullen 
reſerve to Charles. The brothers never 
dined together, ſeldom ſpoke to each 


other, unleſs at thoſe times, as will be 


ſeen, when Charles obtruded his advice 


upon the knight in conſequence of bis 
fogleries, or checked his e and 
impetuoſity. | 


He now got 'about him his uſual ac-- 


quaintance, the principal of whom was 
| „ ones 


A 
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one Selim Slim, a preſbyterian parſon, 
who formerly bad diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
as 2 philoſopher, but who, at this time, 
had utterly loſt himſelf in religious diſ- 
putations, and had become the derifion 
of his preceding admirers. 5% 


Impreſſed by this man's wild notions 


of the bleſſings of changes and innova- 
tions without end, he never knew what 


he was about. He was always bewilder- 


ed, unſettled, and confuſed. The fright- 
ful maze which Selim threw him into 
reſpecting religious controverſy, operat- 
ed upon his imagination like a pertur- 
bed dream in all his other ſpeculations. 
He never could bring himſelf to a de- 
cided determination upon the plaineſt 


facts, but paſt his life in ſuch a conti- 


nued train of doubts and irreſolutions, 
that he was the meſt miſerable' ſceptic 
upon the face cf the earth, excepting 
only, his tutor Son 
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His ideas upon civil government were 
no, leſs extravagant and abſurd than 
Slim's, or Slim's friend Slug, who has 
peſtered the world ſo much about the 
American revolution, and the pure de- 
mocratic form of its preſent government, 
as à circumſtance of all things to be 
wiſhed to take place in this or any other 
country, at the hazard of any commo- 
tions whatever, notwithſtanding the con- 
ſtitution of England, eſtabliſhes the free- 
dom of its inhabitants upon the firmeſt 


baſis. 


Alter various converſations upon the 
above buſineſs with his friend Slim and 
others his inſtigators, he was prevailed 
upon to take out a dedimus to act as a 
juſtice of the peace at Warwick, as an 
aſſerter of their cauſe; and, at the next 
ſeſſions of parliament, to offer himſelf as 
a member for the county, 


Though the knight was not a diſſent- 
er; yet he was one of thoſe fools of the 
OF; E 6 pd church, 
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church, who are miſled by the rpetlons 2 
arguments of the leaders of that body, 


and he entered into their meaſures, by 
making himſelf a juſtice immediately, 


and by an endeavour to gain an inte- 
reſt among his neighbours to ſupport 


him at the next general election. 


2 2 0 
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THE KNIGHT'S SPEE CH TO -THE MAGISTRATES. 
AT THE ., COUNTY... SESSIONS. 


GIR Geoffry having got his commiſ- | 

ſion, repaired in great ſtate to the 
meeting of the juſtices at Warwick, on 
the firſt day of the ſeſſions. As his title 
and property in the county enſured to 
him that regard from the bench which he 
would not otherwiſe have met with, he 
was received by the very reſpectable 
magiſtrates, with all poſſible politeneſs 
and civility, Though, from their perfect 
knowledge, of his character, they thought 
him by no means an acquiſition- to 
het body. | 


On his entrance into court, the chair- 
man roſe and bowed to him, while the 
reſt made room for him in a convenient 


ION After 


* 412 


After the chairman had given a moſt 


excellent charge to the grand jury, in - Y 
which he had expatiated much upon the a 
increaſing profligacy of the common peo- 2 
ple, and that it was become abſolutelß N 
neceſfary 'to- reſtrain them from commit- h 
ing the moſt daring crimes, by a ſevere t. 
puniſhment of many notorious culprits, t 
who were now to be brought to the bar, = 


Sir Geoffry roſe, and begged leave to 
make a few obſervatians upon the charge, | 
and its tendency ; and to propoſe ſome 
ſchemes. of his own and his friends, to 
the magiſtrates, which he conceived would 
have a much better effect. 


- " Novyitbſianding the irregularity ind 
impropriety of this propoſal of the 
knight's, the oddity of it took with the 
whole court, and excited a curioſity in 
* every individual, to hear what ſuch a 
| ſtrange kind of ..creatuze, had to: TY 2 
the buſineſs. 14345 01: £017 OG 043343 2 1 a 
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„The misfortune is, gentlemen,” ſaid 
Sir Geoffry, that you will not pay that 
attention to the natural and unalien- 
able rights of men, which my friend 
Mr. Selim Slim the preſbyterian parſon 
has ſo repeatedly offered in his writings 
to. your ſerious conſideration, otherwiſe 
there would be no cauſe for your great. 
trouble with theſe Poor people. 


— 


If yau would allow them to live in- 
a perfect ſtate of civil liberty, or, accord- 
ing to the tendency of my friend's argu- 
ments upon this ſubject, to leave them 
to their own free will, to do what they 
pleaſed, without any reſtraint or check 
upon their actions, you would deprive 
them of the only means of doing miſ- 
chief, and of every excitement to the 
commiſſion of crimes. 


„There is a natural promptitude in 
the human race to do thoſe things which 
they are forbid to do. — This, gentlemen, 
is 2 poſition, as fixed and determinate, as 

any 
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any of the beſt eſtabliſhed axioms handed * 


down to us by the wiſeſt of the ancient 


philoſophers. . This perfect knowledge 


of the human heart, of the ancient ſages, 


as well as of my friend Mr. Selim Slim, 


produced the golden age ſo famed in ſto- 


ry; as alſo, the free and happy country 


; of Utopia, as deſcribed by that renowned 
_ philoſopher Sir Thomas More, to have 
been founded upon the principles which 


I have now the honour to lay before you; 


and which I ſhall illuſtrate by many ex- 
amples, and inferences, if I may be per- 
| mitted to proceed with my remarks,” 


The buſi neſs of a ſeſſions, or an aſſize 


being ſo very tedious that any iuterven- 
ing foolery to raiſe à laugh is always ac- 
ceptable, Sir Geoffry received the unani- 


mous conſent of the court to go on with 


his obſervations, which he did 1 in the fol- 
| lowing words. 1 


ee proof of my poſition,” continued 


er Getty, „ that there is a natural 


e | 
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promptitude in.the human race to do 
thoſe things which they are forbid to do, 
I thall firſt of all appeal to your own 
knowledge of the caſes that have been, 
and-are now to be brought before you. 


What excitements can a man have 
to plunder his neighbour in a land of 
commerce, like this, where the doing 
thoſe injuries to the public, give him 
more trouble, and put bim to the ex- 
ertion of more labour and painful watch- 
ings than he would experience in a re- 
gular and peaceful diſcharge of his duty, 
in fome profitable occupation or other 
that every man is fit for? It is from the 
pleaſures of adventure, and in defiance 
of the reſtraints you put upon him, in 
order to-prevent him from doing what he 
pleaſes, - that cauſes him to commence a 
robber or a murderer, and to continue 
in thofe wicked practices, merely in op- 
poſition to thoſe laws which you have 
provided to ſuppreſs them, and not out 

B ee * 2 0b 
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of- any real or primitive baſeneſs, or de- 
e that apy | in 170 human breaſt. 
vt enn 


« The hiſtory » we 1 of the oywphs 


ani forcing of Arcadia, and the innacent 
and happy lives they lived, in conſe- 
quence of their knowing nd laws but 
their own wills, is a farther proof of my 
poſition, that your reſtraints upon your 


people only ſtimulate them to the com- 


miſſion of thoſe crimes, which they would 


not Ny of, but NED 15550 nee 


827 = 
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the common people, and with what ſcorn 
they look upon your. fuppoſing then to 


be. capable of. injury to your property, I 
will juſt take notice, for inſtance, of the 
manner in which you [inſult their feel- 


| parks and gardens, with boards at the 


topp of them, on which are written man 
A traps and ipring. guns are Placed about 


+ theſe premiſes ;” thereby urging a ſpi- 
rit among them, in oppoſitien to ſuch 
abuſive 


i 
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abuſive language, levelled at their ſup- 
poſed natural baſeneſs, and fixing a ſtig5 
ma upon their whole body as a pack of 
ſcoundrels, to knock down your poſts, rob 
your gardens, and perhaps your houſes, 
merely upon the principles of revenge, 
and retaliation upon you, for theſe abo- 
minable public marks of contempt, by 

which you thus palpably and: unne- 
ceſſarily throw them into. the loweſt. and 
moſt abject ſtate of diſgrace, and draw 
upon your own heads, thoſe miſchiefs 
which you experience and complain of, 
 fimply and entirely from the indignation 
with which you, ' yourſelves, by theſe 
means ſo fooliſhly ſir bo ah and inflame 
their minds. 1 | ; 


1 Bakers I give you my opinion with 
regard to the preſent objects of your in- 
tended caſtigation, and the ſevere puniſh- 
ment you ſeem to think it ſo: neceſſary 
to inflict upon them for their crimes, let 
me take a view of your reſtrictions upon 
2 more general: ſcale, and the way in 

- which 


2 — 
W "4 e 2 
* . - 2 * enn " % 4 2 
- , * 
Tae " ” 


Fe 


r 
— 


1 
e —— a, 


3 
hs ata the * 


116 THE HISTORY OF 
which they operate upon the inhabitants 


of this A 2 at large. 


f : 


0 The indifivluble knot of marriage, 


with which you allure the fond and im- 


paſſioned pairs to engage themſelves in 
(who at the time of their enamoured and 
violent raptures with each other, fool- 
iſhly conceive that their preſent tranſ- 
* will laſt for ever) is one of the 
moſt cruel and abſurd advantages you 
take upon the ignorance and ſimplicity of 
young people, that could be propoſed for 
their mutual diſappointments, and end- 


leſs ſorrows ;| and produces a train of the 


worſt of calamities, that an avenging De- 
mon, with all the infernals at his back, 


could muſter up to plagu? the EN | 


race ' withal.. - 


. „The God of love ſpurns at all re- 
ſtraints, he is as free as air, and delights 
himſelf no lefs in variety, than the cod; 
deſs of nature; whoſe paſſion for novelty 
is. ſo Mong] that her works abound, in 
ſuch. 
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ſuch an inexhauſtible fund of hanger as 


to obviate the enumeration of them by 
the moſt laborious and accurate reſearch- 
es; and to elude the moſt prying and 
penetrating human eye, in its attempt 


to unravel, or get to the bottom of, 


her more ſecret practices, in the unfa- 
thomable depths of the variety of her 
operations. 


She, no doubt, has placed her affec- 
tions very powerfully upon the ſturdy 
and venerable oak, and all the foreſt 
trees, of various deſcriptions. But ſhe 
ſeems ſtill more to be captivated with 


the roſe and lilly, and the ten thouſand- 


times ten thouſand different ſpecies of 
ſpring flowers with which ſhe decorates 
the earth; but which ſhe ſo ſoon grows 
tired of, that, after a very ſhort enjoy- 
ment of their charms, ſhe ſuffers them 
to fade away. and to die, as ſhe betakes 
herſelf to freſh delights and revelry, un- 
der the influence of the god of day, and 
baſks in the heat of ſummer by the fide 
19985 | of 
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of the clear ſtream or fountain, capti- 


vated with the refreſhing breezes ; while 
the rich proſpect of the enripening fields 


of corn, the ſound of the mowers ſcythe, . 


the jolly hay-makers, the bottle handed 


about, as chearful rural jokes and merri- 


ment go round among the nymphs and 
ſwains, afford to the goddeſs of nature 
ſuch a zeſt to her preſent enjoyments, 
that ſhe forgets her former ones, and 
ſeems to be fixed here, unalterably to the 
end of her exiſtence. 


— 


4.6 d Rut 1 is the poſtulatum.— She 
ſoon ſickens and loſes her appetite for 


theſe pleaſures, as the autumn advances, 


and offers to her delight in novelty, its 
various 12 unbounded treaſures. 


— 


N Nature being at laſt tired of autumn; 


ſhe conſigus herſelf to the rigid and in- 
clement ſcenes of winter; and ſeems glad 


to get rid of all her paſt pleaſures. in a 


temporary diſſolution or death, in order 


to her being — to renew them with 


freſh 


py + 
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freſh vigour, upon the advance of the en- 
ſuing ſeaſons; ſo prone is nature to vari- 


ety, that no ſcenes laſt long with her, be- 


fore the ene n 1 nen 
with them. 


As to the God of love, his freaks 
and vagaries are a mockery upon your re- 
ſtraints ;—his excitements to, novelty. are 
ſo powerful, that the fondeſt pairs that 
were ever wheedled into the cage of ma- 
trimony, which you have provided as a 
trap to enſnare them with, very ſoon af- 
ter the firſt tranſports of their enjoyment 


of each other are over, find by woeful 
experience, that they have been miſled 
and impoſed upon; and pant for their 
freedom from the ſhackles with which 


you have bound them, and for. that va- 
riety, which nature cries out in all her 
„ er are ee to. 
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80 I will 3 2 et over 1 fiate of 


cuckoldom in this country, which is 'not 


more monſtrous than your reſtraints, that 
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are the cauſe of it; and while the 
beaſts of the fields, and the birds of the 
air, are leſt, by the all-wiſe Creator, at 
perfect liberty, to enjoy in infinite vari- 


ety their amorous ſports, I have only te 
ſay that your reſtrictions upon mankind, 
with reſpect to the affairs of love, are the 


more abominable, as they operate not 
only as an indignity, and a diſgrace upon 
the human kind, but produce that com- 


mon proſtitution of a part of the female 


fex, for the purpoſe of ſatisfying the vio- 
lent thirſt for variety which predominates 
in the human paſſions; and which is the 
cauſe of thoſe debilitating diſeaſes, thoſe 
contaminating diforders, whoſe progreſs, 
as a peſtilence, from father to ſon, falls 
foul upon your progeny, in your well- 
known propagation of a rotten race cf 
lazars, _ e | 


. As theſe 8 are not known 
among the beaſts of the fields, and the 
birds of the air, who range at will, and 
fix upon what e wy like, abide 


by, 
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by them as long as they pleaſe, and 
change as often as their inclinations lead 


to variety, how contrary then, in this in- 


ſtance, to the dictates of nature, are the 
prepoſterous indignities which you offer 
to her ſuggeſtions, in the cruel laws of 
marriage, by which the hapleſs pairs are 
tied to each other for life, live but to 
grow hateful and diſguſting to them- 


ſelves, while they ſeek for novelty in 


the manner above deſcribed; and en- 
tail upon their miſerable progeny thoſe 
peſtiiential diſeaſes, as a puniſhment for 
the violences which you offer to the god- 
deſs, againſt all her ways, and in direct 
oppoſition to every particular 0 of 
her paſſion for change * N 


© In order that I may not detain you 
any longer with a thouſand different in- 


ſtances "Gen thoſe which I have but 


ſlightly touched upon, and all tending to 
prove the ſame thing, the folly of your 
reſtraints upon your people, I will ad- 
vert to the caſes immediately before you; 
vor. I. | F and 
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and with my advice upon that head, 
conclude all I have at preſent to ſay 
upon the ſubject. 


"2x deſire that you will inſtantane- 


ouſly order all the priſoners chains to be 


knocked off, that you will immediately 


ſend them about their buſineſs, with no- 


tice to them, that they are at full liberty 
to do what they like, and I am confident 


they will do no harm. 


I would have you, as ſoon © as con- 


venient, ſend all the lawyers in this 


country to Botany Bay; and keep all 3 


your 1 at home; thereby getting rid 
of all your miſchief- makers, and reclaim- 
ing all your rogues, in the manner I 
have deſcribed ; by ſuffering them to en- 
Joy. the natural and unalienahle rights 


: ol men” . 


* Tis br your making away with 
your judges, counſellors and attorneys, 


you will make way for perfect freedom, ; 


which 


1 


A 
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which will follow of courſe, in a ſweet 
ſtream of harmony; and fet 1 all 
to rights. | 


„»The load of expence incurred; by 
maintaining this uſeleſs branch of the le- 
giſlature, will go a great way towards, the 
liquidation of the national debt; which 
is become a horrid incumbrance upon 
our country, and will end in its ruin, if 
not ſtopped in time by this mean; and, 
in particular, by a ſcheme which my 
friend Mr. Selim Slim, the preſbyterian 
parſon, has propoſed to you in his writ- 
ings; and which I, as well as all good 
and ſound politicians and moraliſts, * 
prove of exceedingly, 


a This icheme of my friend's which 
you all very well know, is the total aboli- 
tion of the hierarchy, or prieſtly govern- 
ment; which if laid as it ought to be, to- 
tally in the duſt, and the religion of na- 
ture, or no religion were to take place of 
it, what an additional accumulation to 
F 2 the 
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the riches of the ſtate would be the con- 
ſequence, as well as that general har- 
mony of ſociety contained in my friend's 
propoſals in this buſineſs. Propoſals - 
which have been ſo long before you, and 
are ſo well underſtood, that it is needleſs in 
me to profane ſo divine a theme of this 
immaculate philoſopher, by any obſerva- 
tions of my own, upon ſuch a celeſtial 
aſſemblage of bleflings which would de- 
Inge this country, would you but take 
up, and agree with the whole train of 
innovations, with teſpe& both to civil 
and religious liberty, which, as from the 
penetrating eye of a demi-god, my friend 
Mr. Selim Slim has fo laviſhly oftered to 
your confideration. ' | 


The knight on his i nth down at the 
concluſion of his ſpeech, received a loud 
laugh from the court in conſequence of _ 
it, which he miſtook for a token of great 
applauſe, and ſeemed highly pleaſed ; 
but he had the mortification, notwith- 
ſanding his advice to the contrary, of 

ſeeing 
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| ſeeing the priſoners brought to the bar, 
of hearing their trials, which were inveſ- 
tigated with much accuracy, and of find- 
ing them, at length, conſigned, by the 
unanimous conſent and award of the jury 
and magiſtrates, to thoſe ſevere puniſh- 
ments which they ſo richly merited for 
their crimes. | 


Sir Geoffry, all in confuſion at ſeeing 
things turn out ſo differently from what 
he had expected, ſlunk out of court, diſ- 
mayed and confounded, and repaired to 
his friend Selim Slim the preſbyterian, 
parſon, whom he had left at his own 
houſe, ſcribbling away at a terrible rate, 
in order to inform him of the ſucceſs of 
his embaſſy. 
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SELIM SLIM'S FIT OF PHRENZY, IN THE PRE- 
SENCE OF SIR GEOFFRY RESTLESS, AND 
NATHANAEL SLUG. - 


TPON the knight's return home, he 


found Selim very buſy over his pa- 
pers of controverſial matters, in which he 
was writing anſwers to a multitude of op- 
ponents to his ſchemes of innovation, 
whom he had raiſed againſt him, by fre- 
quent public invitations for that purpoſe ; 
and, conſequently, had ſer himſelf up as a 


butt or mark, for all perſons, at will, to 


{hoot their arrows at. 


He had with him Nathanael Slug, 
the calculator; and it was a bleſſed fight 
to behold this brace of philoſophers, in 
their different modes of procedure, as 
they were employing themſelves in the 
great buſineſs of altering the affairs of 
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the government .of this country, and the 
manifeſt abſurdity attendant, upon their 


actions. 


adv» 9 ma 


While Slim v was s ſcratching his pate, to 
get ſome freſh nonſenſe out of it to puzzle 
and perplex his adverſaries, and to gather 
from his diſordered brains an endlefs fund 
of diſputation upon nothing, it was laugh- 


able.in the extreme to obſerve' Slug por- 


ing over his calculations, in all the ſtupi- 
dity of feature conceivable, for the pur- 


poſe of proving by them the ruin of 5 


moſt Zouriſhing country. 


"The contraſt between theſe heroes ex⸗ 
bibited a very lively picture of indiſcrimi- 
nate rage, on the one hand, and of a ſet- 


tled deſpondency on the other, both con- 
Agning theſe: kingdoms to immediate per- 


dition, unleſs they would be ruled by 
this wonderful pair of wiſeacres that have 
ſo long pere the able, with their 


: follies. 77 
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Soon after Sir Geoffry entered the 
room, and the above ſages were diſen- 
gaged from their immediate purſuits, 
Slim haſtily aſked the knight how he had 
ſucceeded at the ſeſſions, and what uſe he 
had made' of the inſtructions which he 
had siven him. 


— 


Sir Geoffry ths as 1 of his 
ſpeech to the magiſtrates as he could 
remember. and, in doleful accents, in- 
formed Slim of their utter inattention 
to his counſels. 


Upon this_ ſcornful treatment of Sir 
Geoffry by the magiſtrates, and, in parti- 
cular, the very pointed contempt which 
they had, through the knight, caſt upon 
his own pains and labours to improv 
and amend the government of England 
Slim flew into the moſt violent paſſion. '1 
He called the magiſtrates a pack of fools | 1 
and the greateſt of blockheads. He ſwore \'Y 
that there was not a grain of ſenſe in the * 
kingdom, but what was poſſeſſed by him- 111 
"Be fel 
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ſelf and his friend Slug; and that he 
-would blow up all the oppoſers to his. 
| fehemes of innovation, root and branch, | 
belore he had done with them. 


{Jn the heat and e of his paſon, 
by denounced vengeance upon the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, Mr. Pitt, for his 
oppoſition to the inſtructions which he 
ſent him, by letter, in the decided part 
the young idivt took againſt him, in the 


[houſe of commons the 2nd of March, 


1799, when the odds were 189. _— 


the e of the teſt act. 


He railed, moſt bitterly, againſt the 


- miniſters, in that they would not let him 


have acceſs to the king, in order to his 


being enabled to prove to his majeſty, 
«that he was a nincompoop for ſuffering 


Himfelf to be guided by the counſels of 


ſuch a neſt of infects. That he would, 


by the ſtrength of his own proper and 
individual powers, if he was permitted to 


| * bis 3 . to the king. 


teach 


* 
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teach him better; — that he would con- 
vince his majeſty of the abſolute neceſſity 
there was for him to diveſt himſelf of all 
regal authority, and to give up the ſole 
guidance of, the ſtate to his own more ſo- 
vereign abilities, which would not fail, 
in due courſe of time, to render this na- 
tion the envy of the world, and the freeſt 


government, except that of France, upon 


the face of the earth. 


As he grew warm with his ſubject, he 
ſoon fancied himſelf the arbiter of the 
univerſe. He declared, by the mighty 
efficacy of his own ſupereminent and 
wonderful knowledge of mankind, the 
whole arcana of ſcience, and the policy 
of ſtates and kingdoms, that he would 


prove to a demonſtration, that the world, 
in general, had been in the wrong ever 


ſince the beginning of it; and that it was 
only reſerved: for him; by his tranſcendant 


talents, to ſet the univerſe to rights; 
which he would do, he faid, in the twink- 


ling of an eye, ſo ſoon as he could, by 


F 6 his 


N 
VP 


his admiſſion to an interview with the 
king of England, be empowered: to per- 

ſuade his majeſty to accede to the irreſiſt- 
able aN of his eee, 


In that courſe of Selim's ere of 
4 rectifying the world, he became as furi- 
ous as a Turk, and ſeemed rightly named 
aſter ſome of the turbulent tyrants of the 
Ottoman empire. His frequent diſap- 
| pointments had ſo wrought upon his im- 
_ _ agination, that he perfectly raved. - He 
ſeemed lige-à wild and noxious animal 3 
beſet im the toils; and fought againſt his 
8 : Milants with the feeble deſperation of a 
* defeated: monſter; until the fury of his 
mind hurried him into ſuch a deplorable 
„ phrenzy that he was obliged to be 
taken out of the way, and put to bed 
leſt; by his violences he ſhould do ſome 
— ungdarded injury to his more ſerious 
friend Nathanael Slug, and the all aſto- 
niſhed Sir Geoffry ; who wondered that 
there could poſlibly be a man upon earth 


fo much more reſtleſs than himſelf. 
8 | | _ CHAP, 
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THE DEPLORABLE cat or SELIM SLIM. —HIS 
| AMAZING PERSEVERANCE. * 


FTER Selim was put to bud; for- it 
was in the evening that Sir Geoffry 
returned from the ſeſſions, and gave the 


rueful account of his reception there, 
which threw the enraged Slim. into the fit 
of phrenzy, as deſcribed in the aſt cha p- 


ter, Nathanael Slug attempted to draw 


the knight's attention to. his own particu- 


lar affairs, reſpecting his calculations; in 
which, by a long train of figures that 
would poſe the devil himſelf, to get to 


the bottom of, or to fathom an abyſs ſo 


much below his infernal regions, he en- 


deavoured to poſſeſs Sir Geoffry with the 
moſt terrible ideas of the inevitable and 
immediate ruin of this country. But the 


check the knight had met with at War- 
wick 
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wick, in conſequence of the propoſals he 


had offered to the magiſtrates there, and 
which he had been inſtigated to do by 


the advice of Slim, dwelling very much 
upon his mind, for the preſent, he paid 


no attention - to Slug's calculations, but 
fell aſleep over them, to the utter confu- 
ſion of this ſo profound a diver into the 


immeaſurable depths and ſecret receſſes 
of future events; which, however proba- 


ble they may ſeem from preſent appear- 


ances, they in general elude the eye of 
the moſt penetrating human foreſight, 
and turn out quite different from the 
moſt poſitive. aſſurances, and accurate 
_ inveſtigations of the wiſeſt of philoſo- 
phers and reaſoners upon the ſubject. 


Sir Geoffry's drowſy fit and inattention 
to the bewildered calculations of Slug, of 
courſe, conſigned them both to the arms 


of Morpheus, but the ſun had no ſooner 
gilded the hemiſphere, the next morn- 


ing, than the ſervants were rouzed, by 
the cries of Slim, who, in his perturbed 


dreams 
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dreams'during the night, of carrying on 
his wars againſt his opponents, had ſo 
agitated. his bowels, that the effects of the 
troubled commotions in them had fallen 
foul upon the ſheets; and reduced him 
to the moſt miſerable plight, that could 
be 1magined to happen to ſuch a per- 
fect demi-god ; whoſe ſupernatural ex- 
cellences no one could conceive to be li- 
able to any human frailties, or diſaſters; 
but eſpecially of the deplorable kind, as 
above intimated to the reader for his own. 
proper edification, and in order to pre- 
vent him from ſuppoſing that the firſt of 
heroes and of philoſophers, is not ſubject. 
to the misfortunes attendant: upon the- 
loweſt and the moſt abje& of the ſans: 
of men. | | 


Two of the maids who firſt heard his 
cries, ſuppoſing him to be taken ill, but 
not of the diſorder in queſticn, ruſhed 
| haſtily into the room, and as ſuddenly 

retired; the fight of his condition ſhock- 
ing their feelings, and urged, at the 
ſame 
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fame time, a moſt violent 33 m 
them, as they, almoſt aſhamed to ſpeak 
of it, endeavoured to make the men un- 
men what was _ matter. 
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1 of the buſineſs repaired to the philoſo- 
| Pher, who continued his cries and the 
ringing of his bell, with great fury, and 
were ſurprized at his being ſo far from 
endeavouring to make a ſecret of his 
caſe, that he ordered. them to take the 
nuiſances away, and to bring him freſh 
ſheets immediately, without the leaſt ap- 
pearance in his manner of doing it, of 
any delicacy in- his compoſition, or the 
ſmalleſt apology uttered to them, for 
ſuch an offenſive office as he was putting 
them to; ſo much above the common. 
rules of decorum was this great diſputant 
ae chval and ae liberty. 
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among the tea-tables in the country, it 
wos thought he would not have the face 
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to appear in public, in this part of the 
world any longer; but to the, wonder of 
the inhabitants, he continued his walks 
among them with' the ſame cocked-up 
head, and lath-like gait as before, quite 
regardleſs of every diſaſter, or ſhameful 
ſituation, which his floundering in a ſea 
of Eetoukies had. oe upon him. 


0 


this ſoon as he came.down to breakfaſt 
in the morning, he paſſed over the ludi- 
crous hints of Sir Geoffry and Slug, con- 
cerning what had happened to him, as a 
thing of no conſequence; and immedi- 
ately fell to I:'s papers, with a renovated 
vigour that aſtoniſhed them. 


His perſeverance catched fire. upon 
every. overthrow. He claimed the vic- 
tory after every trial, and triumphed in 
his own defeat. His diſappointments and 
mortifications, the more they plunged 
him into ſuch a maze of difficulties, that 
all other men would conſider as a loſt 
and irrecoverable ſtate of confuſion, only 
ſerved 
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ſerved to ſtimulate him to proceed, at all 
adventures, to diſentangle himſelf from 
the labyrinth -he had got into; and 


though on all hands he had been worſt- 
ed, yet he had the wit, from the moſt po- 


ſitive aufſrances- that he ſhould, notwith- 
ſanding all preſent appearances againſt 
him, conquer in the end, to perſuade 
many fools ſtill to ſupport him in his 
fruitleſs undertakings, and to engage 
_ themſelves, to ſtand i} bim to 710 laſt 
_— al his ink. a 


HAP. 
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A BATTLE BETWEEN THE BEST FRIENDS IN 
THE WORLD. | | 


DRIN theſe tranſactions Charles had 

not been idle or inattentive; though 
in all his ways he had preſerved that ; 
eaſineſs of manner which was natural 
to him, excepting only when he was 
rouzed by extreme neceſſity to take a 
decided part againſt the abſurdities of 
the knight. | T 


He had not interfered at all with Sir 
Geoffry's being inſtigated by Slim and 
Slug, to take out a dedimus to act as a 
juſtice at Warwick, for he well knew that 
that ſtep would be the means, if any 
thing could, of giving the beſt check in 
the world to his reaſons for ſo doing, 
when he came to explain the abſurdities 
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of Slim's plans of civil and religious li- ri 
berty before the magiſtrates. 1 n 
5 
He e in the defeat of this tri 2 
umvirate of wiſeacres, Slim, Slug, and rl 
Sir Geoffry, at the ſeſſions, and took the h 
firſt opportunity aſter Slim's deplorable 
caſe, as deſcribed in the laſt chapter, to 
remonſtrate calmly with his brother upon Vi 
the ridiculous predicament he had been 1 
led into by his nonſenſical adviſers, and C 
prevailed ſo far upon him, for the pre- a 
ſent, as to cauſe him to be diſſatisfied h 
with their proceedings; a thing not very t] 
difficult to do, from the inconſtancy of 9 
his temper. N 9 
1 
Though the knight did not love 0 
88 but on the contrary, had 4 ma- þ 
nifeſt averſion to him, yet he had been ſo J 
ſtruck with his brother's reſolute oppoſi- 1 
tion to him in his domeſtic concerns and 0 
tyranny, that he now was in a great mea- 
ſure afraid of him, and liſtened to him, 
when he ſtepped forward upon any mate- 
rial 
1 
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houſe immediately. 
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rial affairs with much attention, and ge- 


nerally followed his advice for a time, 

notwithſtanding he might in the courſe of 
2 few hours, or as many days, at leaſt, 

run directly couuter to every thing winch 
had been laid to him. 


However, on the preſent occaſion, he 
was ſo ſteady as to behave himſelf very 
llightingly towards Slim, and Slug, in 
conſequence of his diſgrace through them 
at Warwick; and when, after a few days 
had elapſed, they deſired him to give 
them ſome account of the change of his 
deportment, he flatly told them that, not- 


withſtanding his former proteſtations to 
ſet himſelf at the head of their ſchemes 


of innovation, he now looked upon them 


to be nothing better than a couple of im- 


poſtors, who had put him upon a mon- 


ſtrous piece of buſineſs; and he begged 


of them that they would retire from his 
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This, ſo unexpected an intimation 
from a man who had-taken them under 
his roof as his boſom friends, and had all 
along ſo implicitly abided by their coun- 


; ſels, that he ſeemed perfectly convinced 
of the ſoundneſs of their dodrines, and 


entirely unſhaken in his eſpouſing and 
ſupporting them - againſt all oppoſition 


whatſoever, threw Slim into an exceſs of 


paſſion more violent than any of his for- 


mer ones, and cauſed, even Slug, to ſtart 
from his chaif, with very ſtrong marks of 


reſentment in his countenance. 


Selim's rage hurried him beyond all 


the bounds that common ſenſe could ſet 


up againſt his unguarded folly and the 
fury of his proceedings. He called Sir 
Geoffry a vile cowardly apoſtate from the 
ſublime principles of civil and religious 
liberty, and the natural and unalienable 
rights of men, which he was ſorry to find 


he had taken ſuch extraordinary pains 


to inſtil into the mind of a wretch, who, 


from the trifling conſi deration of an inat- 
tent ion 


— 


— 


Fr ow fr bis hls | 


Pm © þb3 


—— 


E’. ,,, 


SIR GEOFFRT RESTLESS. 143 


tention to them by ſuch egregious fools 
as the juſtices at Warwick, had ſhame- 


fully given them up, like a mean ſpi- 


rited ſcoundrel as he was. 


This abuſive language raiſing the knight 
into almoſt as great a paſſion as Slim, 


they inſtantly fell to loggerheads; and 


though Sir Geoffry had been entirely de- 
feated in his late ſcuffle with his brother 


Charles, he was more than a match for 
Selim, and would have ſoon pommelled 


him confoundedly, had it not been for 
the fly, and infidious tricks of Slug ; who, 
by frequently catching at the knight's 
clothes behind and tripping up his heels 
unperceived, prevented, for ſome time, 


the complete overthrow of his friend 


Slim, and proved himſelf to be a notable 


ſecond to his hero. 


The noiſe of this fray, though it was 
exceedingly loud on the part of Slim and 
the knight, who ſwore at, and called each 
by the moſt ee epithets, during 
the 
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the courſe of it, did not reach any of the 
fervants except the butler, until it met 

with a fair deciſion: from the appearance 

and exploits of the latter perſonage, on 
his being hurried into the field of battle 
by the clamour attending . | 


The butler roſhing into the room juſt 
at the inſtant of one of Slug's unfair 
tricks, to the knight's prejudice, and in 
favour of Slim, he was ſo nettled at it, 
that muſtering up in his mind all his 


youthful feats as a boxer, he preſented 


himſelf before the aſtoniſhed Slug, in the 
fineſt attitude, as an adept in that noble 
ſcience, that ever was beheld; and call- 
ing to his maſter, who was raiſing himſelf 
up from the laſt fall which he had re- 
ceived through the wiles of Slug, he en- 


couriged the knight to renew his engage- 


ment with Slim, with redoubled vigour; 


while the old butler, flouriſhing away 


with his fiſts, and jumping about, and 
varying his poſitions according to the 
rules of the art, at laſt came to à fair et- 
| to 


/ 
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to with the, by no means, diſheartetied 
Slug, who defended himfelf with much 
reſolution, fince he new found that he 
could not avail himſelf of his ſhifts any 


longer, and that he had a devil of an 
2 to deal with. 


But notwithſtanding. the very vigarous 
efforts this brace of polemic and politi- 
cal philofophers, Slim and Slug, made 
againſt the proweſs of the knight and his 
butler, in the ſo much more reſpectable 
and "faſhionable ſcience of boxing, they 
were in a very few rounds totally over- 
thrown, and obliged to yield, and to cry 
out moſt vehemently for mercy. 


The reſt of the ſervants who had been 
ſcattered at a diſtance from the combat- 


ants, by this time hearing of the fray, 


ſuddenly entered the room, and, finding 
what had been the matter, and being 
very much exafperated at the daring in- 


ſolence of the philoſophers, the men. 


were going to lay violent hands on them, 
VOL, I, 


and 
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7 and would have broken their bones, had 
it not been for the chamber-maids, who, 
inſtantly fetching the ſheets that Slim 


in them, and fixing him at one corner of 
the room, as a mummy incruſted in his 
own filth, 


"This thought of the wenches 8 
the mens rage into merriment, they en- 
joyed it ſo extravagantly that they de- 
layed beginning the operation, while they 


laughter at the miſerable and ridiculous 
- fituation to which they ſhould reduce 
the e 


During this tumult which . the 
fly Slug, taking the advantage of his be 


vants were preparing to make with Slim, 
ſtole away from among them, and leſt his 
friend to his fate, with no other concern 
in his mind, but the one of eſcaping from 

a like 


had ſoiled, propoſed the rolling him up 


burſt into a long and inſulting roar of 


ſole attention of every body preſent, the 


ing overlooked amidſt the ſport the ſer-_ 
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2 like caſtigation himſelf; which he did, 
by a precipitate flight to a een uk of 


tas megane 
1 


Ag the common e e when: thus 
: ſet upon any noxious: animal, in order to 


teaze it for their diverſion, preſerve no 


bounds to their violence, but the ſpizit of 


oppreſſion catches fire at every ſtep of 


their progreſs until they became quite 
ſavage and remorſeleſs, the unfortunate 
and devoted Slim would have been cer- 
tainly deſtroyed ; the increaſing fury of 


the ſervants riſing to ſuch a pitch, that, 


on their being tired with their prefent 
mirth at the abſurd figure they thought 
he would cut as a mummy, they were 
determined, through the advice of the 
* wenches, to take him afterwards to an 
adjacent pond, and to give him a good 
ducking! there, to clean him thoroughly 
from his own filth, and to inflict, as they 
judged, a proper puniſhment upon him, 
for his having been ſuch. a notorious 


brawler and a ſcold. | \ 
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If theſe reſolutions had taken gle 


wk were encouraged: by Sir Geoffry. 


and not oppoſed by the butler, whoſe 
paſſion and reſentment had not, as yet, 


had time to cool, and to enable him to 
look calmly 1 upon the cruelty of the aflair, 


there is no doubt but that they would not 


have ſtopped with the ſimple ducking of 


the philoſopher, but have proceeded to 


' freſh and more miſchievous barbariſms 


with him, as their folly and rage got the 
better of every principle of humanity, 
and reduced them to the blind im- 
petuoſity of an unrelenting, unfeeling, 
heedleſs, cruel, nen an * 
ande Atte a Pe be: 
Joſt at the t time the convent. 3 were. at 
ing to ſeize the philoſopher, to put their 
ſcheme in execution, Charles, luckily 
for Slim, as-well as the family, returned 


from a walk he had been taking, and reſ- 


cued the diſtreſſed Slim, from his . 
ous ituniob. 
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He waited not a moment for any rea- 
ſons the ſervants were endeavouring to 
give him for their conduct, on his en- 
trance iuto the room, but, deelaring that. 
the philoſopher. was amenable only tothe 
laws of his country, and not to them, for 
what he might have done, he drove them 
all out of the room, and adminiſtered 
every comfort in his power to. alleviate 
the ſorrows and ſufferings ol poor Slim, 
after the dreadful neee er 
which he. had Ehn,tñõ Ar 


: Gates flew -at Sir Geoffry, who at- 
tempted to prevent his interference in 
the matter, and by one ſtroke of the mag- 
nanimity and reſolution of his behaviour, 
he appalled the knight, and ſent him 
away quite terrified: and nnn y 


Finding that it was only an 3 
oned rencounter that had happened be- 
tween his brother and the philoſophers, 
upon the ſcore of their prepoſterous pro- 


ceedings, reſpecting their fooliſh notions 
G 3 of 
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of innovation; and ſuch like ſtuff; and 
which was of no conſequence to any crea- 
tures upon earth except themſelves, he 
ordered the ſervants to get Sir Geoffry's 
chaiſe out immediately, aud obliged them 
to comply with his commands, and to ex- 
ecute them with. all Poſſible 14, 1905 


"S194 $15 ins Do $4 TIC 
He ede the nd, Slim 
bam embaraſſment of mind, ſo far as 
to convince him of the neceſſity of his 
inſtant retreat from his preſent ſituation, 
leſt by his remaining in it, a minute 
longer, the returning tide of the ſervants 
wrath againſt him, might raiſe the coun- 
try people in ſueh crouds about the pre- 
miſes, as to put an end to his own per- 
ſonal authority over them, and to ter- 
minate in the utter deſtruction of the 
. e ee . 


He ſeppedl into the chaiſe with: Selim, 
on its being brought to the door, and di- 
reaed the poſtilion privately, to drive 
them as faſt as poſſible to Coventry. 


oy 
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On his arrival at that famous city, to 
which all refractory people are ſent, he 
put the diſtrated Slim into the balloon 


coach, and diſpatched him in a whirl 
wind to London. 


Thus having ſecured the philoſopher 
from his preſent dangers, and conſigned 
him to whatever future ſcrapes his fol- 
lies might bring upon him, Charles re- 
turned in triumph to his brother's houſe; 
and, by his prudent conduct, and the 

great aſcendency he had gained over Sir 
Geoffry, and eſpecially the ſervants, he 
forced them in a manner, to be entirely 
ſatisfied with his proceedings, and to look 
upon themſelves as a ſet of ſenſeleſs crea- 
tures, when, upon: mature and cool re- 
ſtection, they took a review of their own. 
actions, as they ſtood in ſo dim and ob- 
ſcure a light, in contraſt to the brilliant. 
Lone of Mr. Charles. 
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REFLECTIONS UPON. THE. CASE OF SLIM. 


HIS ſecond hurry and confuſion at Sir 
' Geoltry's, of courſe creating a great 
alarm in the country, and exciting the 
. curioſity of the people to learn the true 
Mate of the: caſe, Charles, to prevent a 
miſrepreſentation of this buſineſs; which, 
on the former buſtle between himſelf and 
his brother, had occaſioned ſo much diſ- 
turbance, took an immediate opportunity 
to' go round the villages, and to give ſuch 
a ſatisfatory account of the whole affair, 
as to turn. it all into a jeſt at the expence 
of the philoſophers; and, without the 
ſmalleſt token of exultation on his own 
part, to draw upon himſelf, uncourted 
and undeſignedly, the higheſt reſpect and 
admiration. of his character, in conſe- 
quence of his calm, prudent, but reſoſ ute 
and determined conduct amidſt fo many 
3 difficulties 
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difficulties he had been plunged into, 
and among ſuch a ſet of boiſterous and 
_ troubleſome fools as he had had to 
_ with. 15 


On my getting from Charles, with 
other inquirers, a perfect knowledge of 
all the particulars of this laſt affair, which 
I have faithfully related in the preceding 
chapters, I could not help beingthr own, 
at the concluſion of the account, into a 
ſeries of reflections, which I will take 
leave to offer for ny! conſideration of 
the wander. | 


| Mm aa din that I was hurt exceed- 
ingly at the diſgraceful predicament. the 
philoſopher Slim had involved himſelf in, 
and, in particular, at the terrible cataſ- 
trophe, which had like. to have been the 
reſult of his conduct. So much fo, in- 
deed, was I chagrined at the miſerable 

-plight and rough, treatment which he 
fo narrowly. eſcaped, that I had ſome 
thoughts of giving up the continuation of 
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the hiſtory of Sir Geoffry Reſtleſs, ſince 


I found I could not proceed in it, with a2 
ſtrict adherence to truth and matters of 


fact, without the painful talk being im- 


poſed upon me, of relating the above 


ſtriking features contained in it. 


* = 
2 


I grieved ta the very heart of me, to 


think I muſt inevitably recount ſuch de- 
grading circumſtances attendant upon the 


all accomplithed Slim, who has, as a phi- 
loſopher, diſtinguiſhed himſelf much to 
his credit,. in every ſituation of life, ex- 


cepting only the mad and . capricious 


turn, for ſome years paſt which he has 
taken to diſturb the peace of his coun- 
try, by an inceſlant and violent attempt a 
to involve it in religious diſputations and 


quarrels; diſputations and quarrels that 


have been the ſource of more blood- ſhed 


and maſſacres, wars and deſolations, than 


all the moſt horrid contentions that have 
ever happened in the world upon any 
other account. An attempt the more 


wicked and prepoſterous at this bleſſed 
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era, when ſuperſtition, with all her dread- 
ful and abhorred engines of deſtruction, 
are utterly vanquiſhed and overthrown; 
and the goddeſs of peace' and harmony 
ſtands upon her ruins, in ſuch a delights 
ful poſition giving a free and independ- 
ent toleration to the ſubjects of this 


realm to worſhip the Almighty in any 


mode they chuſe, without the leaſt in- 
terference or mioleſtation ee its go 
men. ; 


ried to his abominabile ia: to 
revive the ſpirit of -religious difputes and 
quarrels, in this country, which I have 
great hopes is -utterly againſt the-ſenſe of 
a reſpectable part of the preſbyterians, 
and only taken up by their more furious 
leaders, his ſelf-ſulhcjient- propagation - of 
his levelling principles reſpecting civil 
government, and reducing all things to a 
ſtate of democratical anarchy. at the riſk 


of any commotions whatever, is-a circum- 


ſtance amidſt his follies ſo truly ridicu- 


after 


Tous, that, it has entirely reconciled me, 


— 


* 


* 
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after the moſt mature conſiderations of 
the caſe, to the narrative containing the 
particular and diſgracetul ſcrapes he got 
n into at Sir-Geotiry 8.— 


When we turn over in our minds the 
abſurdities which the greateſt of philoſo- 
phers and of men frequently fall into, 
after having diſtiaguiſhed themſelves in a 
very eminent degree above their catem- 
poraries, for great abilities, we, cannot 
but lament the wretchede fate of many of 
the firſt geniuſes that ever exiſted, when 
berne down by the tide of their ungo- 
vernable pride and vain-glory, they -be- 
come the jeſt and contempt. of mankind.” 


It-is truly pitiable that a man, like the 
preſent Selim Slim, who, from his having 
ſhone as a brilliant ſtar in the philoſophi- 
cal hemiſphere, could not be contented 
with the praiſes offered to his tranſcend- 
elt merit, without ſuffering thoſe volun- 
tary and well-earned praiſes of his admi- 
rers to ſtir up and inflame his ambition 


ſo 
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ſo far above the reach. of all. the powers 
of the human intelle&, however wonder- 
ful and extraordinary, as to ſet him upon 
the monſtrous taſk of over-ruling the paſ- 


ſions of men, and drawing, by the aſſum- 


ed irreſiſtable force of his own ſtrength, 
the whole world into an .implicit obedi- 
ence to his. mandates, and to 2 perfect 
reconciliation to the wildeſt ſchemes that 
could poſſibly enter the head ol the great- 


eſt. dunce or madman upon earth, and 


fraught with events, ſhould his ſchemes 
take place, big. with the inevitable de- 


ſtruction of. one half of. the human race, 


and to anſwer, after all, no poſſible end, 


but to bring back the affairs of mankind 


into ſomethipg like their preſent forms of 
reſtrained government, as the only means 
of enſuring to themſelves, their mutual 
happineſs, and to ohviate the frightful 
evils attending upon an acquieſence with 
the vague, . indeterminate and ſhocking 
plans of general and unceaſing inno- 
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CG „ ne. 


| CASUAL OBSERVATIONS . UPON THE TIMES, 


S the reflections contained in the laſt 
chapter were written in June 1790, 
and immediately preceding the reſolu- 
tion of the national aſſembly of France, 
to aboliſh all titles of nobility whatever, 
and to reduce the' government of their 
country to a democratic or popular ſtate, 
J could not reſtrain the temptation this 
circumſtance offered to my imagination, 
before I proceeded with the particular 
hiſtory I was writing, of making a fe- 
ca fual obſervations upon it, and the rage 
that operates like a wild-fire in the pre- 
ſent times among thoſe violent and reſt- 
leſs ſpirits, who, actuated merely by their 
private ambition, and perſonal confider- 
ations, take advantage of a convulſion in 
a ſtate, to involve it in _ anarchy 


and confuſion, LOND 
I will 
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1 will not {5 far undertake the taſk, or 
aſſume the powers of a deep-ſighted poli- 
tician as to pretend to foretel the events 
of the preſent revolution of France, or 
the canſequences that will enſue from the 
ſpirit that now reigns in the national 
afembly of that country to give way to 


the-outrages of the people, and under the 


influence of the multitude, to raiſe them- 
ſelves into Demagogues, or leaders of the 
rabble. But authoriſed by the following 


_ obſervations of Plutarch, in his liſe of 


Demetrius, of Macedon, I will venture, at 
leaſt, to unfold my ſurmiſes upon this oc- 
caſion; and however dreadful my appre- 


t: 


henſions may be for the fate of France, 


as a general lover of mankind. I will can- 
didly and honeſtly own, that I ſhall, be 
exceedingly rejoiced, to live to ſee myſelf 


entirely miſtaken in them. 


Plutarch ſpeaking, of the exceſſive flat-- 


tery to Demetrius by Stratocles, and 


other orators or pfeudo- leaders of rhe 


POPE. of Athens, Demetrius having ob- 


tained 


2 
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obtained their liberty, ſays ** This was 
un the natural reſult of their new re- 


« gained liberty, and the true character 


of the temper of a popular ſtate, which 
is only a liberty for all perſons to be 
ſlaves to the: wild, arbitrary, and extra- 
% vagant humours of a giddy, raſh, and 


© jnconſtant multitude of fools, managed i 


by a ſet of more cunning knaves.” 


From theſe thoughts of that great poli- 
tician and philoſopher. Plutarch, 'it is ma- 
nifeſt that he looked upon a detfiocracy as 


the moſt horrid ſpecies of government. 


conceivable; and in his accounts of the 
lives of the glorious heroes of Greece, 
who, after having performed the moſt 
amazing actions for their country, and 
yet in the end fell a prey to the blind 
fury of the multitude, inflamed and miſ- 
led by the artful and cunning knaves, 
who envied their tranſcendent virtues, 
and triumphed in their ruin, he eſta- 
bliſhes his above cited reflections with 
duch numerous examples taken from the 

5 ancient 
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ancient popular ſtates, that have ſtood 
the teſt of ages, and have never been 


doubted, but have received the univerſal, 
aſſent of mankind. 


After ſuch an opinion of a democracy 


as the above of Plutarch's, and proved by 


ſo many fatal examples of that kind 'of 
government, in his lives of the great 


men, who. ſuffered the penalties of the 
worſt 'of deaths or baniſhments for their 
virtues, and were only revered when they 


were loſt, and their country rained, or 


thrown into the moſt dreadful convul- 


fions, which they would have prevented, | 
what an abſurdity then is it that rages in 
the overheated imaginations of men, at 


this time of day, which can urge them 


even to think of plunging a country into 
ſuch an unſettled ſtate as that of a popu- 


lar government, from whence all the mi- 


ſeries of civil wars and diſcord muſt of 


courſe be the event; unleſs theſe prodi- 
gious wiſeacres can, by ſome ſupervatural 
powers of their own, alter human nature, 


4 4 


which, 
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which, nevertheleſs, ever was und ever 
wall be. the lam. (' as 


In kn ates, though there have- 


frequently. ariſen into. power great, good- 
and brave men, who had only their coun- 


try at heart and whoſe (exploits for that 
purpoſe, are vow the theme of wonder: 
to the admiring; world, yet the invariable 
ſtruggle for power of other contending: 
enemies to their glory, and who-have had 


nothing at heart, but their own private 
advantage, and the downfal of their more 


glorious. competitors, has cauſed and ſo- 
mented an unremitting ſea of troubles, 
and ſuch a rapid turn of fortunes from 


one extreme to another, that a people in 
this dreadful predicament, never felt the 


bleſſings of peace and harmony, but were 
always upon the rack of invention to ſu- 


percede each other, and to raiſe them - 
ſelves upon the ruin of their adverſaries: 
at the riſk of the. ſubverſion of their liber- 


ty, or the deſtruction of their country; 
which ultimately followed, as an inevita- 


ble 
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ble conſequence. of the violence of their 
proceedings, and the virulence. of their 
contentions. 


1 1 
AN ? Pd. 5 © 


Roms, it is i Ieh during the 
8 time that its armies, through the 
wiſdom of the ſenate, were conquering 
the world, was violently agitated with do- 
meſtic convulſions; the people continu- 
ally ſtruggling to wreſt the power out of 
the hands of the nobles; which they 
effected at laſt; and with it the ruin of- 
their e 33 0 


„ e Wen ae e epos * 
« ſenators of the power of judging, the 
e ſenate were no longer able to withſtand 
% the people. To favour, therefore, the 
„liberty of the ſubject, they ſtruck at 
te the liberty of the conſtitution; but the 
former perithed;with the latter. El 


58 The. judges: were choſen from the 

6 order of the ſenatars till the time of the 
++ gracchi, . Tiberius Gracchus cauſed, a 
| law 
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law to paſs: that they ſhould. be taken 
be! from. the nn order. 


« When the judiciary power at Rome 


was transferred, from the ſenate to the 
-**-equeſtrian' order, who were the farmers 
* of the revenues, virtue, -government, 
laws, magiſtracy and magiſtrates were 
no more, and ſoon aſter the republic 
. itſelf was loſt..* : 


tt As Nan ana from the authority of 
hiſtory, that in the two extremes of abſo- 
lute monarchy and a democracy, no miſ- 
chiefs to mankind can prevail in the one, 
but what are as dreadful in the other, a 
mixed form of government, wherein ſuch 
reſtraints are laid by the higher powers 
upon the licentious ſpirit of the populace. 
that they cannot trample upon, and con- 
found all order, and every ſpecies of 
ſound policy in a fate, is the only true 


* 6 on the cauſes of the riſe and, fall of 
"ay RO PET: | 


and 
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and genuine mean of preventing the 
ame effects of anarchy and confuſion. 


- 
aa« ® 


With regard to the ſo much praiſed 
revolution in France, by many, I am 
afraid, very ſhallow politicians among our- 
ſelves; and, in particular, the credit giv- 
en to the ſincerity of the ariſtocratic body 
of that country, for their ſeeming volunta- 
rily ſtripping themſelves of their digni- 
ties, and titles, and falling. — oh, ſad re- 
verfe! from the towering pinnacles of 
their conſequence, into the abyſs of ple- 
beian indiſtinction; I have only to ſay 
that I am mainly of opinion this Toth 
day of July 1790, that they are influ- 
enced to this baſe giving np of their im- 
portance in the ſtate by compulſion; in 
conſequence of their flattery to a vile 
multitude, who have got the upper 
hand of them, and who would cut their 
throats; if they did not humour them in 
all their wanton claims, and blood- -thirſty 
proceedings. wy 


6 


1 
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In a ſtorm, like the preſent one in 
France, where the rude and boiſterous 
torrent of the people ruſhes into the ſtate, 
and throws down every thing before it, 
deſtroying all ſyſtem of government, and 
murdering almoſt every branch af its for- 
mer miniſtry; the remaining perſons, who 
have accidentally eſcaped their blind fury, 
muſt betake themſelves for ſhelter, to the 
tricks of hypocriſy to molify their rage, 
and to any debaſement of their princi- 
ples to ſave their lives; but that they will 
not, ſo ſoon as the tempeſt. is wearied 
out, and ceaſes of its own accord, reaſ- 
ſume their powers, and ſtrive to place 
themſelves, as controllers. of the people, 
in a higher and more tyrannical point of 
view, thau the monarch that has been de- 
throned (or which is the ſame thing, re- 
duced to a mere and melancholy cypher) 
is a ſoleciſm in the hiſtory of mankind, 
only left for the ſublime politicians of the 
preſent day to ſettle. 


The 
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Phe inference I ſhall draw from theſe 


caſual obſervations upon the times, is 
only a ſerious admonition to thoſe reſtleſs 


ſpirits of our country, who, miſled by the 
artful, ſpecious, and inſidious writings of 


a wicked ſet of innevators, would be fo 


vain and fooliſh in their actions, as to in- 
liſt themſelves under their banners, and 


thoſe of their abettors, ſhould any unfor- 
tunate era happen in this kingdom, to 


afford them the opportunity of putting 
their abhorred ſchemes into execution. | 


With ref pect to my own private prin- 
ciples upon the government of a country, 
an abſolute monarchy I abominate, but 
not ſo much as a democracy; for 1 think, 


of theſe two great evils, the latter is the 


worſt and moſt to be dreaded. I look up- 
on Baſtiles and Inquiſitions as the DI. 
I- am glad the one was demoliſhed in 
France, and I would wiſh the other were 


razed to the ground, in Spain, fo it 


might be brought about with temper, 
and the people of Spain could acquire 
genuine 
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genuine liberty, without running them- 
ſelves into the ſame licentious, cruel, 
and ſavage brutality as the people of 

France have done:—But as the ſhocks 
and convulfions in a country, upon the 
peoples attempts to emancipate them- 
ſelves from ſlavery, are always attended 
with the indiſcriminate violences of the 
giddy populace, who never know what 
they would have, or what they are about; 
but ſlay and deſtroy every thing before 
them, according to the immediate and 
blind impulſe of their paſſions, excited 
from no cauſes but their wild imagi- 
nations; and as theſe dreadful convul- 
fions, maſſacres and deſolations, continue 
ſo long before they can be appeaſed, and 
a country under fuch a curſe can ſettle 
itſelf in any ſtaple mode of government, 
ſo as to put a ſtop to ſuch tremendous 
evils and misfortunes; how bleſſed then, 
muſt all true lovers of this realm feel 
themſelves, in the preſent conjuncture, 
when they reflect that the troubles which 
1 have 
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have convulſed their country, for the 
purpoſe, of obtaining its freedom, are 
paſt and gone; and that Old England 
no ſits enthroned upon ſuch a firm ba- 
fis, of a reciprocal reſtraint upon the 
powers of the king, lords, and commons, 
as to enſure the liberty of the people to 
the end of time ;—unleſs, through a 
wanton, ſpeculative turn, in the mea- 
fures of a parcel of ſophiſts, knaves, and 
fools, they are drawn into the traps 
which are fet for them; and which, if 


. they do not avoid, by a reſolute deter- 


mination to ſupport the preſent govern- 
ment againſt all innovators whatever, 
they will plunge themſelves into inevi- 
_ ruin and mn 


* The hits 8 be tene upon 
2. democracy, ariſing from the turn which the 
proceedings of the national aſſembly ſeemed 
| about to take, at the time it was written, they 
may ſtand good as ſuch, although the govern- 
ment of nde ſhould, in the end, take any 
other en, 25 4 

t 
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At this preſent roth day of March 1791 (the 
time theſe remarks are ſent to the preſs) it is 
a tyranny of a number of men, inſtead of one; 
with a prepoſterous. clog upon it which they 
dare not ate of, nor truſt, An impriſoned 
king ;—a viſionary monarch in the clouds ;— 
and a national aTembly whoſe Haltery to him is 
abuſe; and his compliances with their mockery 
of reſpeck to his ſtation, the effect of Force; 
and the reſult of the moſt ring ſituation 
under the heavens. 


What muſt be the and of this ?— 


With reſpect to the American ſtates, they 
are compoſed of a ſet of emigrants from this 
kingdom. — They fondle over their plebæian in- 
diſtinction, becauſe there never was any nobi- 
lity among them; and their admirers on this 
{ide the atlantic, vainly imagine, that a nation 
like France, whoſe ſons have been bred up 
with the higheſt notions of rank and prece- 
_ dence, will as tamely fall into the ſame mea- 
ſures (which a terrible convulſion has forced 
upon them) as the ſtates of America have 
done: whole levelling principle of government 
has not the leaſt ſhadow of a precedent to op- 
poſe it; but flows naturally in upon them from 
their origin, or firſt exiſtence in that country. 

He CHAP, 
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C H- A P. XX. 


STRONG SYMPTOMS ( OF LOVE, 
N the courſe of Charles's acquaint- 
. ance with Benevolus, previous to the 
death of his father, he had never en- 
tertained any other thoughts in favour 
of the beautiful Nannette, than thoſe 
friendſhips between the youthful part of 
the ſexes that diſtinguiſh family kindred 
connexions. He had been ſo uſed to 
think himſelf at home at Benevolus's, 
in conſequence of the kind reception 
he always met with there, whenever 
he was driven for refuge from the baſe 
treatment he experienced at the old 
Knight's, whoſe houſe was no reſting 
place for him, but under the greateſt 
indignities; that he looked upon Nan- 
nette, with the eyes of complacency and 
ds 4.5 : regard 
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regard, which a kind brother ul fix. 
upon a ſiſter, without any other emo- 

tions, but thoſe generous concerns for 
her welfare, which would afford him in- 
finite pleaſure to ſee her happily married 
to another: but the very active part 
which this divine nymph had taken 
againſt Sir Geoffry's attempts to tyran- 
niſe over him, and the conſequent ſucceſs 
of his enterprizes, to eſtabliſh his rights 
in the family, which had entirely origi- 
nated in her ſpirited counſels for that 
purpoſe; had, by this time ſtruck him 
with far different ſenſations. He felt 
himſelf under ſuch obligations to her that 
his gratitude would have impelled him 
to have worſhipped his deliverer, had ſlie 
been as ugly as the devil, inſtead of 
her being one of the moſt beautiful crea- 
tures upon earth, only eighteen years of 
age. and he but $99; Fears. lde 


* 


From the ardour of bis mind, in con- 
ſequence of the forcible light in which 
he beheld her generous ſupport of him 


„ „ 


under his late diſtreſſes, he would fre- 
| quently 
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quently, when they were alone, and in 
the height of his warm expreſſions of 
thanks to her for her tranſcendent good- 
neſs, hurry his imagination ſo far beyond 
the bounds of moderation as to cauſe 
him to ſnatch kiſſes from her lips; and 
to imbibe the delicious poiſon from their 
ſweets, without any intention of gratify- 
ing a paſſion which was growing upon 
him, or the leaſt apprehenſions, for. the 
preſent, of the thralls that were encom- 
paſſing a heart, wounded by. the miſ- 
chievous arrows of the god of love. 


Thus the eaſy and. placid Charles, 
through the ſpirit of Nannette's counſels, 
and the fire of her lips, became at once 
the hero and the lover; and a notable 
inſtance of the irreſiſtable powers of the 
female ſex, when rightly directed and 
judiciouſly managed, to inſpire us, the 
lordlings of the creation, with courage, 
and  magnanimity, and. all the tender 
paſſions, that poliſh and adorn the hu- 


man race. 8 i" 
H 4 Charles 
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| . Charles, however, ſoon perceived what 
Ig the matter with him, and endea- 
voured to ſtifle the burning fever that 
was lodged in his breaſt. He ſhuddered 
at the thought of fomenting a flame, 
which if encouraged muſt terminate in 
the loſs of his own peace of mind, or, 
what ſeemed to him to be ten thou- 
fand times more diſtreſſing to his feel- 
ings, in the diſturbance of the harmony 
of a family, under whoſe roof. he had 
been received as one of it. 


He knew himſelf, with refpe& to his 
circumſtances, to be little better than a 
beggar; and he looked with horror up- 
on the fond ſuggeſtions of his mind to 
diſcloſe his paſſion for Nannette, as a 
| baſe. return to her for her favours. 
He faw the happy proſpects of his 
charmer, in the lucky train of her fa- 
ther's affairs, to re-eſtabliſh his former 
fortunes to fuch a degree as to enable 
him to provide her a rich lover, and to 
in her in the wald in all her pre- 

| cee 
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ceding ſplendour, by the time ſhe would 
become, in the increaſe of a few: years, 
more ripe and fit to' enter into an en- 
gagement, fo ſerivus as the one of 
pen auth | | 5 ö 


„Under theſe calueivivcntable difficul- 
ties, that lay in his way to arrive at'the 
fummit of his wiſhes, the poſſeſſion of 
Nannette, Charles had recourſe to his 
philoſophy, and the natural calmneſs of 
his diſpoſition, to ſuppreſs his ardour 
and extinguiſh his flame; and ſueceeded 
ſo far as to prevent a declaration of 
the real cauſe of his grief, and to ſave 
his honour from being ſullied or im- 
peached, by an offer, which muſt be ef- 
teemed by Benevolus fo pitiful, and ſo 
much beneath the rectitude and honeſty 
of his principles, and the dignity and 
diſi ntereſtedneſs of his virtues. 


In conſequence of theſe alen in 
the breaſt of Charles, he found himſelf 
under the painful necellity of avoiding: 

H 5 the 
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the preſence of the bewitching object of 


his. defires, as the oniy mean of enſuring 
to him the ſecrecy of his paſſion; for 
notwithſtanding his endeavours for that 


purpoſe when he was with her, and eſpe- 


cially when they were alone, he could 
not help manifeſting ſuch ſtrong tokens 


ol it, as to cauſe the quick penetrating 


eyes of Nannette, to pierce through the 
inmoſt receſſes of his ſoul, and to fa- 
thom to the bottom the real ſprings and 


fources from whence all his troubles and | 


anxieties were e 


She ſmendai6s unte her aid all her 
powers to repel that pity for his caſe, ſne 


ſo ſtrongly felt, from ſetting fire to her 


- ewn paſſions, and reducing them both 
to a mutual, hopeleſs and tormenting 


flame. She knew her father's whole 
thoughts (notwithſtanding: he, himſelf, was 
perfealy ſatisfied with his preſent medi- 
ocrity of condition) were bent upon fix- 


ing her in as high a ſphere of life as 


that from: whence {he had fallen; and 


k though 
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though. he loved Charles, and poſſeſſed 
one of the beſt hearts in the world, he 
would think him the baſeſt of villains to 
offer to interfere with his intentions, by 
a propoſal of his own, to throw her into 
obſcurity and contempt, by a marriage 
with. ſuch a diſcarded blighted {lip as he 
was from the poſſeſſions of an ancient 
MES 


All the above-mentioned efforts of 
Nannette, however, availed her in no- 
thing but to fix her affections upon 
Charles. The ſeeds of a reciprocal paſ- 
lion had, imperceptibly, been long ſown ; 
and were only ripened and brought to. 


maturity, by the ſudden ſtart of their 


violent emotions, upon the death of the 


old knight, and the vile behaviour of 
Sir Geoffry. 


Like a placid ſtream. unruffled by a 
breath of wind, their former acquaintance. 
with each other, had paſſed on in. an; 
even flow of ſimplicity, and good vihces, 
| without the leaſt tincture of that blaze of 
H 6. animation 
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animation which ſelzed upon their pow- 
ers, when the boiſterous and ruffian blaſts 
of the ſtorm, as previouſly ſet forth, 

ſeized the ſwelling tide of their afſedli- 
ons, and brought into view, the bidden 
treaſures oſ their love, that had ſo long 
lain dormant, undiſturbed, unneticeJ, 

and unknown. | | 


; They became, of courſe, in conſe- 
quence of the delicacy of their ſituation, 
reſerved with each other when in com- 
pany, which, notwithſtanding their firug- 
gles to avoid it. frequently happened, 
through the importunity of Benevolus to 
continue his acquaintance with Charles 
on the ſame familiar friendly Wan 
„ before. . 

Their embaraſſments upon theſe oc 
ca ſions ſurprized Benevolus, but did not 
lead him into a knowledge of the true 
ſtate of their minds; he being a man of. 
an open honeſt fi mplicity of character, 

| without any mixture of that kind of ſa- 


F eit 
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gacity which can pry into the ſecret re- 
ceſſes of the heart, and make a right eſti- 
mation of cauſes from 58 


291 


He found \ontething was the matter 
between them, and after ruminating up- 
on their ſhy behaviour to each other, 
he concluded that Charles's melancholy 
proceeded from his being deprived of 
2 more reſpectable participation in the 
fortunes of his deceaſed father, and that 
Nannette could never behold him with 
out feeling ſuch emotions of pity for his 
caſe, as to throw her into the ſame ſtate 
of diſtreſs (when in company with each 
other) on his account, which he felt for 


him ſelf. 


Benevolus impelled by theſe miſtaken 
ideas would often chide his daughter for 
her eſtranged conduct towards Charles, 
and tell her that he wondered ſhe could 
not now. endeavour to keep up his ſpi- 
rits, under the load of his grievances, 
when ſhe had been the means, in fo re- 
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markable a way, tC exciting Ein to make 
the beſt of his ſituation; and had urged 
him to look upon his caſe as not ſo mor- 
tifying, as ſhe ſeemed by this time to 
conſider it. But he could get nothing 
out of her by his remonſtrances, except 


tears and ſi ighs, and a manifeſt diſlike to 


the ſubjea, and te every explanation 
which he defi red. 


4. 


As for Charles, ide eden and dif- 
fidence of his nature, ſo wrought upon 
his behaviour to Nannette, in conſe- 
quence of her ſeeming averſion to his 
company, that he never ſaw ber without 
fear and trembling; and he looked upon 
himſelf as the moſt audacious vagabond 
upon earth, for the liberties he had 


taken with her, and which now proved 


to be the ſource of all his pains. 


The thoughts of his enamoured ca- 
reſſes of Nannette, having raiſed her in- 
dignation at his freedoms, to ſuch a de- 


gree - as. to urge her to * him by 
her 
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her preſent flights and diſapprobation of 
his conduct, perplexed him in the ex- 
treme. He, like Benevolus, could not 
dive into the true ſtate of her motives; 
and while poor Nannette, burned with a 
ſincere paſſion for him, which ſhe was 
only endeavouring to ſtifle, by avoiding 
every opportunity of an ecclairciſſement, 
he fancied that her diſtant deportment 
proceeded from her diſguſt and hatred of 
him, for his having dared to make ad- 
vances, by his embraces, ſomewhat be- 
yond the limits preſcribed by that deco- 
rum which ſhould be obſerved between 
the ſexes, who are not betrothed to each 
other for the purpoſe of a matrimonial 
connexion, Fo 
Into this perplexed condition was the 
peace of Benevolus's family thrown; by 
the intervention of a paſſion between 
Charles and Nannette, which , deprived 
the parties of all their former happineſs 
and tranquillity, While Benevolvs con- 


_ fidered the melancholy that had ſeized 
| upon 
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upon his daughter and Charles, as the 
conſequence: of a mere friend{hip for 
each other, upon the latter's blighted 
hopes of enjoying an elevated. ſituation 
in life, upon the deceaſe of his father. 
Charles conceived Nannette's behaviour 
to him, as. the reſult of her indignation 
at the liberties he had taken with her; 
ſo that the fine, intuitive, penetrating 
genius of the beautiful Nannette, was left 
to ſtruggle with the real ſprings that ſet 
this work of embarraſſment in motion; 
and to endeavour to rouze all her. vir- 

tues to obviate the calamities which {he 
apprenended would enſue from the un- 
ravelling of what was a myſtery to every 
body but herſelf. —Time, therefore, the 
ſettler of all things, muſt clear up theſe 
Enotty points, while 1 betake myſelf ta 
the affairs of Sir Geoffry. 


END -OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 


